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An Advertiſement 


Concerning this Second Edition of theſe 
SERMONS. 


1 Q” ce there are many, that ſcruple the 
" hk) ſinging of David's Pſalmes, becauſe 
| they deem them not proper, or pertinent #8 
| their particular occaſions , 8nd conditions, 
. | here are ſeveral inſtances added to thoſe 
| already mentioned in the foregoing Ser- 
| ons » to ſhew thems their miſtake, and — © 
| 20 perſwade them, ( if the Lord be pleaſed 
z0 ſet all home upon their hearts) that © 
| they may improve all and every of thoſe 
i Pſalmes, as occaſion ſerves , by ſwees 
| meditation,and ſtirring up godly affetJons 
| accordingly, for ſingular advantage, and 
| ſpiritual edification in grace, andglorious 
| pratFice. 
| Moſt of thoſe Addhions are tobe found 
Þby themſelves, towards the end of the book, 
| beginning with the word Suppoſe, 4» Page 
137. which was judged the moſt comventens 
Place for them, 


A 2 


T is confe#, and cannot be denied,that 

| I as there are already but too many Books 

; in the world, ſo there are enough writ- 
| -ten inthe Vindication of this Goſpe!-Ordi- 
| 2ance, if men world heed and read them as 
| they ouzht ta do + And this conſideration 
| ( beſides others) ſo ſwayed the Author, as 

| 7.0 importunity could prevail with him to 

| publiſh theſe Sermons till hee was infors't 

. $0it, beyond and againſt his own opinion 

| andinclination, by others, threatnuing t0 
i. Print the Notes (which ſome had taken in 
» ſhort- hand) though very imperfect. There- 
fore it is deſired, if any fault be, the blame 
may light on thoſe who are moſt guilty, the 
Amuhor at worſt being but an acceſſary. 
When theſe Sermons were Preach tit was 
| A 2 bis 


' Tathe Readr., F}F 


his deſire and prayer to God, that they } 
might be imprinted on the hearts of theſe (| 
that heard them ; and it pleaſed the Lord 

( let him have all the glory) 18 ſecond his 
Defires and Endeaveurs with a bleſiing [0 |: 


*s. 
2 


farre, as ſome, who have xecleftcd Sing- | 
ing, were convinced; others that were 
wavertrg were cerfirmed 5 and may bet- | 
ter informed in the Nature, F:d «nd Uſe | 
of that Daty, which formerly they little © 
u:derſtoed or hecded. 1 hey were principal- | 
ly int ended for the more ignorant. ( (uch as | 
the moſt are who queſiron, or deny the | 
Sinzing of Davids Y{.lme ) ard there- þ 
ore contriv d and fram'd with the great-| 
eſr plainneſs, ſo as they might beit ſerve} 
to give niderſtanding unto the imple. | 
'Tis aefired and hoped, that the wiſer 
and more ui derſtanding Reader will take 
10 off ence at that plainneſs which was af- |: 
fetted and ſtudied for the benefit ard edrfi-1 
cation of a popular Auditory, Truth is ve- ||. 
ver the liſſe comely, when ſhe walks abroad. 
ina plain and homely dreſs. But there: 
needs no Apology, ſince plain dealing ( wel. 
wſe to ſay\is aiwaies beſt, There are three} 
ſorts unto w.30m theſe Sermans are more}. 


eſpeciat-| 


To the Reader. 


© Þ eſpecially direfled, or ( if you will hav 
ſe} ;; ſo ) dedicated. 
"4 "rſt, Such as deny ſinging of Davids 
'* | Pſalms to be a Duty. 


ſo * Secondly,Such as nezled# that Duty ve- 
S© | ry much, eſpecially in private, 
Tei Thirdly, Such as do it both in *publick 
: a*d private, yet know aot how to carry 
: themſelves in it as becometh Chriſtians. 
Ce Nowit is earneſtly deſired, that all and 


l- | every of theſe will be pleaſed toread them 
43 % over, and when they have ſo done, if they 
be find nothing either to conwince them of the 
ye * Duty, or Quicken them 10 it, or direct then 


init, 1 ſhall willingly yield they have loſe 
| their labour for once. hoping they will as 
8 freely acknowledge that it is not the firff 
L. q time they have done ſo. I ſuy again,ſearch 
Kefl 


1 and ſee, and whea you have prov ad all, 
f-l bold faft that which is good ;, and I do the 
fi-) rather preſs and perſwade to it, becauſe(as 
ie- 4 7 conceive) Singing of Pſalms is of grea- 
ad F tex concernment than moſt men are aware 
Toh of. Wenſtit as a part of that Religious 
well worſhip which we ow and. yield to the only 
ree! living and irne God, and therefore had 


mel nced, as of a good Warrant for doing it, ſo 


«6-| A 3 .. 


'of a good under ſtanding and frame of (p4-| 
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ded, and direct them how to wait upon 
'God, as they ought, for « bleſſing in this} 
duty, Let the God of all grace have the} / 


that preach't, and them that publiſht theſe? 


To the Reade A 


rit ſo 18 doit, as therein to pleaſe Ged,and 
benefit our own ſouls, If there be ns Ordl- 
nance of God for it, we cannot in reaſon 
expect a bleſsing from God init ; nay wel 
had need be humbled for our former uſing 
it. If it appear to bee a duty { which If 
hope thefeplain Sermons do in ſome ſort) 
demonſtrate) let us be humbled for onr for-' 
mer careleſneſs, and endeavonr hencefor- * 
"ward to reap more benefit by it. For this: 

1 dare fay, That of all Religious exerciſes,\ 
there is none wherein God hath been leſs 
honoured, or men leſs edified then in this| 


of finging Davids Pſalms. If that which 
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fo perſwade ſuch-as are otherwiſe minded, 
87 10 co: firm ſuch as are already perſwa-| 


glery; Which is the Foint deſire of _ 


Sermons” Farewell. p | 
Singing 2 « 


Singing of PSALMES 


che Duty of Chriſtians under 
the New Teitament. 


£ 
T | On 3 : 
is? The firſt SzRwo mx. 


Epheſ. 5. 19. 

Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes and 
Hymnes and ſpirituall Sengs, ſinging 
and making melody in your hearts 18 
the Lord. 


f He ſubje& matter of this Text is 
* I: ſinging of Pſalmes; a duty which 
1 many continue to ds, but few 
4 underſtand the nature,'end, and uſe of ir, 
Others (nota few ) do not ſingatall, 
; yea, deny it to be a duty. . For \conviRti- 
of onof the one, and -direftion of the o- 
; A an dl 


'2 Staging of Pſalms 
ther, I ſhall ſo handle the words read as 
attending theſe two things eſpecially, | 
VF, 
Clawfulneſs? of fineing Dawvids 
they uſefulneſs ; Pdns.. 
The Doctrinall part of this Epiſtle F 
you have in the three firft Chapters : Þ 
The uſe begins with the fourth C haprer, | 
where the Apoſtle applics the Doctrine 
of the rich and free Grace of God, ex- ! 
horting them to walk worthy of that Þ 
Vocation wherewith they were called, } 
doing all duties, both ſuch as concern | 
them as Chriſtians in common, and ſuch 
as belong to them reſpeQively in parti- 
cular relations, as Husbands, Wives,Pa- 
rents, &c. Not to hold you long about | 
the Order and Connexion of theſe ge- 
nerall Precepts, werſe 18. the Apoſtle 
admoniſhes them, ot to be drunk with 
wie; as being moſt contrary to that ac- 
curate and circumſped walking required | 
 andexpected of Chriſtians : wer. 15.and | 
then enforces his admonition by an ar- | 
pument drawn from the inconvenience | 
or miſchief of ſo foul and beaftly a ſin, 
there's exceſs 1n it, exceſs in expences, 
oppolite 


a Chriſtians Duty. 3 | 
oppoſire to frugality and exceſs in de- 
| lighrs,oppoſice to remperancezor as ſome 
underſtand it ) mores diſſoluti, inordinate 
ds | b:haviour, enormeous luſts, D. Ham-. 
monds note on Fph.5.all manner of looſ- 
He nefſe and wicked lewdneſs follow it, or 
$ : | all kinde of rior and laſciviouſneſs go a- 
r, | long with it, It follows wer. 19. { But be 
ne | filled with the Spirit ] As if he ſhould 
z- 4 ſay, I will ſhew another, and a better 
at } way of good fellowſhip, wherein you 
J, 8 may drink your fill, health it, and pledge 
rn | one another in that which is wholſome 
h#$ anduſcfull, and delighrfull roo. [Be ye 
i- Y filled with the Spirit. ) The Spirit is op- 
2- | poſed ro wine, and filling with the Spirit, 
it 4 toexceſiive pouring in of wine or ſtrong 
-- | drink. The Spirit is not only water to 
e | cleanſe and watſh, but wine eo chear and 
h | refreſh ; labour you to be filled with the 
-- | Spirit,or to be full of goodnels, Ro. 14.15. 
1 | In this nineteenth verſe he ſhews whar 
{F are the effects of the Spirit when men 
- & arefill'd with it, and that in way of al- 
e | Tuſton to the manner of men when they _ 
arc in their cups;then their tongues walk, 
they talk, and ſing, and ſay they know 
A5 not 


3 Singlngof pſalmes 
not what, Now ( faith the Apoſtle ) Bel 
ge but filled with the ſpirit, and that will 
make you merry and wile too, Merry in 
a good and godly fort, it will make} 
_ talk and ſing, and rejoyce in a ſpi-t 
rituall manner, fo as to glorific God, c-F 
difie your ſelves, and one another. In af 
word, the Apoſtle here teaches Chiiſti-| 
ans how to be merry in the Lord, and 
how to expreſs their rejoycing in God i 
and that is in ſinging of Pſaims, j 

Particulars in the words obſervable 
are _ | 

. Heexhorts to fi ſinging of Plalmes, 

2. He adviſes what. Plalmes are to 
be ſung. 

'3. He directs how to fing thoſe] 
Plalmes. 


That 


Or cle bn muſt ſing. 
Why 


I. For the Duty it ſelf, We muſt ling 
For the Matter , we muſt ſing} 
Plaimes and fpirituall Songs. F 
. For the Manner, we "muſt fins, i in,} 
er wich the heaits. . 


4 Chriſtians Ditys $; 
4.. For the End, we muſt ſing unto. 


the Lord. 


I ſhall lay down onely one generall 


| Doctrine, in handling of which 1 ſhall 
*F rake into conſideration all the aforeſaid 
| particulars. 


Dodt. That ſinging of Pſalmes is 4. 


! duty of Chriſtians under the New Teſta- 


Thar it was the duty of Gods people 


| under the old Teſtament, and that they 


did well in it, having a warrant for it , I 
preſume no ſober man will queſtion. All | 
the doubt 1s concerning the times of the 
New Teſtament, and yet nor ſo much 
whether Plalmes are now to be ſung, as 


8 what Plalmes weare to ſing, and what 


manner of ſinging there ought to be. 
That which I intend, and fhall endea- 


5 vourto prove, is, That it is the duty of 
# Chriftians under the new Teſtament to 


3 fizg David's Plalmes; and to this end I 
ſhall firſt make uſe of, and urge the 


ſtrength ard force of my Texr, and that 
other parallel place, Col. 3. 16. clearing 


4 them from he exceptions which lie a- 
 gainſt them, and then anſwer other ob-, 


JeoHions 


G Stuging of Pſalmes 
je&ions made againſt the Pſalmes, which 
we ſing, and our manner of ſinging 
them. 

Firſt, 'Tis clear and unqueſtionable 
that the Apoſtle in both places calls to 
ſinging ef Pſalmes as a Duty to be done 
by all Chriftians. In,this Chapter, x. 4. 
. He allows no fooliſh talking, or jcaſting 
ver.-18, Heallows no exceffive drink 
ing, or tipling, which, prophane men ac 
count and call merry-making ; yet h 
requires and-calls for {inging.of Plalms 
and ſuch like ſpirituall rcjoycing 1n 
God. , a 

Secondly, There- is no more reaſon 
to cxclude ſinging of Plalmes from be- 
ing part of a Chriſtians duty, than re 
_ deeming them, or being wiſe to know 


the will of God, or teaching and admoJ 


niſhing one another, ſince the Apoſtle 
enjoynes them all alike. He that ſaycs 
Walk circumſpely, faith alſo, Sing,and 
2ike melodic in your hearts to the Lord, | 
T hirdly, In the Epiſtle to the Celoſ 
ſons, he cries down. all legall Ceremo 
nies, and yet notwithſtanding calls for 
{inging of Plalmes, Whence "tis clear 


anay. 


mn 


= 


4 Chriſtians Duty. 7 
and undeniable, that there muſt be fing- | 
of ing of Pſalmes, there being as expreſle | 
and peremprory Scripture- commands | 
ef for this, as for Prayer, or any other Du- 
"| ty. This I thought good to clear in the 
firſt place, beczuſe I fear there are ſome + 
4 who may look upon finging as a legall | 
of] Cercmony, and ſo. expir'd with tkereſt 
kJ of the jewiſh Worſhip. T 
c I proceed to prove that there muſt be 
nd audible finging with the voice, and that 
54 of Chriſtians rogether z though I deny 
1nſ nor, but if a man have no company, ke 
| may { heing diſpoſcd as Fames aith, 
Fam. 5.13.) Sing, as well as pray 4- 
lone. = 
objeF. 1. Tis objefed by ſome, that 
the Apoſtle here calls for ipeaking in 
| Pſalmes, and Col.. 3. 16. for teaching 
and admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, 
'S4 and for linging in the heart, but not for 
24 1inging with the voice. | 
+ & - Sol. This.is to wreſt and rack the Scri- 
Jt =_ that ſoir may ſpeak what men 
avea mind to. And this will appear if 
on we conſider 
I. Thatthough the Apoſtle exhorts 


to 


$ Singing of Pſalmes 


plains himſelf in the following : words 
[ ſinging ana making mel#dy, 8. 


ſclves in Plalmes; &c.. He would not 
have them walk-as other Gentiles, who 
in their cups; and merry meetings, talk. 
they know not whar, .or ele after their 
heatheniſh cuſtome, ſang-Songs to the 
praiſe of their Idols. Now: ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle )' it muſt:not be ſo with you 
Chriſtians: But when you- meet, and 


Pſalmes, &c- 

Davenant. 3. Some ( and thoſe ve- 
ry learned and judicious ) think there is 
no neceſſity of carrying theſe words, 
vii. | teaching; and admoniſhing , and 


the Word of Chriſt dwell richly or 


* 
- 
Q 


to ſpeaking in Plalmes, &c. yet he ex-: | 


2. There:was this reaſon why the A- | 
poſtle exhorteth them to ſpeak-ro them- | 


will be merry, ſpeak to one another in 


ſpeaking, Col. 3.16.]to that which fol- | 
tows, and the Originall ſeems much to 7 
favour their concelt ; befides, the drift |: 
and ſcope of the Apoftle, if it be confi- % 
dered, ſeems alſo ro make much for #5 
them, for he exhorts Chriſtians to let 2 


| 
plentifully in them, 7, e.to be throughly 4 


x 
V 
«4 


. furniſhes | 


AF 


y 
dy 


* Ads 28. 23. 


a Chriflians Duty, 9 
furniſhed with a ſound and ſaving knows 
ledge of the doctrine of the Goſpel 3 
and then ſhews them the uſe and benefit: 
of Scripture {o ſtudied and underſtood. 
The firſt ule is, that Chriſtians may 
thereby inſtiuct one another in the do- 
Erine of Faith. The ſecond is trogdmo- 
niſh one another concerning a godly life, 
The third is to rejoyce together, and re- - 
freſh one another by ſinging ſuch ſpiri- 
tuall Songs as are recorded in Scripture 
for that end. 

4. Burif this fatisfie not, I fay fur- 
ther, That theſe words [' Speaking to your 
ſelves and teaching ore another | cannot 
admit of {uch a ſenfe as {ume pur upon 
them, viF, Teaching one another our of 
the Pſalmes, fince teaching in Pſalmes- is. 
one thing, and teaching out of the 
Pſalmes 1s another. Davids P{almes. 
area part, and a choice part of Sctip- 
ture, and Chriſtians may and muſt teach 
one another out of them, as well as our 
of other Scriptures, fince they are all 
written for our learning, Rom.15, 4. So 
Paul periwaded the 
Jewes that Jeſus was the Chriſt 
| ont 


0 Singing of Pſalmcs 
end revs out of the law of Moſes, and} 
aro 4 ont of the == Hy Had the | 

Apoſtle intended the fame | 
thing in theſe places, why had he not y- 
ſed the ſame expreſſion, viz. Speaking 10 ? 
your ſelves out of the Pſaimes,vhich yer, | 
we ſee he doth noc ; and therefore I con- | 
Jude that he intends ſomewhat elfe than | 
theſe men would have him. And that þ| 
which le intends is this, that Chriſtians 
| inſinging of Pſalmes rogether, ſhould 
teach and admoniſh one another , and 
ſpeak to one another for mutual edifying 
as they do by joyning in prayer, or the - 
like duties. So when Pax and Silas ſung 
together, A. 16.25.they thereby ſpake 
to themſelves, or amongſt themſelyes 
for their mutuall encouragement and 
comfort, methinks it is an excellent 
way of ſpeaking to themſelves, or one 
another, when Chriſtians ſing a Pſalme 
together. ; 
5. *Tis clear to any that reads the 
Texts without prejudice, that ſpeaking 
in Pſalmes muſt be by ſinging of them. 
It he had ſaid only | ſpeaking, teaching | 
«nd «dmoniſhing ] then thoſe mens gloſs j 
| might 


* 
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a Chriſ/tans Duty. II 


y: might have had ſome colour of truth in 


it : But ſince the Apottle adds [ ſinging 
and making melody | tus cicar he requires 
the ſinging of Piulms which is the thing 
we contend for. 

As to the latter part of the objection 
(vi7 ) Thatthe Apoſtle calls for ſing- 


| ing in the heart, but noc for ſinging with 
| the voice, I anſwer, That though we 
| muſt ſing with the hearr, it will never 
| follow, Thar therefore we muſt nor fin 


with the voice, for then it would fol- 
low too, thaPwe muſt not pray with the 
voice, becauſe we arc to pray with the 
heart, Now what an argument is this 2 
I muſt hear the word with my heart, and 


reccive it into my heart, therefore I muſt 


not hear it with my cars. I grant we 
muſt {ing with the heart, and with grace 
inthe heart, 4. e. with a holy and gra- 


| cious frame of ſpirit ſutable to the mat- 


ter that we ſing, or with thankfulnefle, 


wu. as ſome interpret, or in ſincerity, and 


uprightneſſe of heart from our very 


| fouls, as David ſaid, With my whole heart 


will I praiſe thee , Pſal.9.7.and Pſal.103 
Bleſſe the Lord, O my ſoul, &c, For if 
| ; our 


I2 Singing of Pſalmes 
our ſinging, or any other Religious ſer- 
vice be not with and from the heart, | 
God will have no regard to it, and | 
therefore 'tis no marvell that the Apo- | 
ſtle calls for ſinging in and with the 3 
heart. Nature, Art, Parts,and common * 
gifts may enable a man to'the outſide |} | 
| cum or bodily exerciſe either in ſing- || 
ing or praying, &c. but the bodily exer- |} 
cile profiteth little. God is a Spirit, and | 
_ will be worſhipped in Spirit, and*there- 
fore requires us to fing, and pray and | 
perform all religious ſervices in, and | 
with the heart, 2. e. ſincerely, and from 
our very ſouls, | 

Beſides let ir be conſidered that the 
Apoſtle here ſpeaks in oppoſition to the 
prophane guiſe of Heathens finging to 
the praiſe of their Idols, or of drunk- | 
ards in their cups, ſinging, and ſaying þ 
they know not what; and only making a | 
{% 743; noiſe that they may be} 
xarSiars vwWh/ heard. Now he would have 
hs Sage wa Chriſtians fing prailcs to | 
ra the living God after ano- | 
Chryſ.ad Eph. ther manner, viz. With | 
"_ grace in their hearts, under- 


ſtanding, | 


a Chriſtians Duty. I3 


ſtanding what, and conſidering how they 
| ſing. Beſides the Apoſtle conſidered 
d | how apt menare ( as Auſtin ſaithot _ 
- | himſelf ) to be taken more with muſicall 
e 3 accents then the heavenly matter; and 
n 7 therefore gives a ſpecial caution for {ing- 
e | ing with the heart,it being a matter more 
- | then ordinary for men to keep their 
'- | hearts in order when they are ſinging of 
d | Pſalmes, bur never intended we ſhould 
- | not ſing with the voice, but only he 
d | would have men with their minds, as 
d | well as with their mouths to glorific 
n | God. Paul and Silas ſang Rar” unto 
| God, fo as the priſoners heard them, 
e | A@.16.25. they ſang with their voices, 
ce | as well as in their hearts to the Lord, 
0 Having thus cleared it from the text, 
;- | That we muſt fing with an audible 
y voice, I come in: the ſecond place to 
 ſhew What we muft fing ; and this is al- 
e# ſoin the Text | Speaking to your ſelves 
eq i» Pſalmes,8&c. | We muſt fing nothing 
o } but ſpirituall fongs to the Lord , Bur 
$ what theſe Pſalmes and hymns, and ſpi- 
2 rituall ſongs are,is another queſtion. 
The greateſt difference I find amongſt 
| In- 


—_——_— —— 


I4 Staging of Pſalmes' 
Interpreters, is the difference between | 
theſe, it being a matter of ſome diff- 
culty to diſtinguiſh them ſo as to deter- 
mine preciſely what are Pialmes, what | 
Hymns, and what Spiritual Songs. : 
Many and various conceits of menlI # 
meet with , which I (h:4!l not trouble # 
you withall, being the moſt of them ve- | 
ry gtoundleſſe. I know nothing more | 
robable than this, viz. That Pſalmes, | 
and Hymns, and [pirituall Songs, do an-| 
vpn Iwer ro MiTmorir, Tehiliim, | 
ET and Shirim, which arc the 
| Hebrew names of David's 
Pſalmes. All the Pſalms together are} 
Called 7ehillim, i. e. Praiſes, or ſongs of þ 
| praiſe. MiFmorand Shir atc inthe Titles 
'| of manyPlalmes, ſometimes one, and} 
ſometimes the other, and ſomerimes } 
both joyn'd together, as they know} 
well who can read the Originall. Now 
the Apoſtle calling them by the ſame} 
Lexus) Names by which the Greek 
vuve? Tranflation ( which the NewF. 
Je. Teſtament ſo much follows)]| 
renders the Hebrew, 1s an argument that] 
he means no other than David's Pſalms. 
Be- 


A 


—_— 


=> 


—_ 


—_——_—— 


4 AR; war oa 


MT 


_ 


A Chriſitans Duty. 15 
Beſides, when ever the New Teftament 


L quotes the Pſalmes, it means thoſe of 

David, and fo the Apoſtle ſpeaks as ta- _ 
[king it for granted, that they to whom. * 
© he wrote, knew what Plalmes he meant. 
ZSure I am that David's Plalmes are ſpi- 
Er.cuall Songs,jf ever there were any, ſpirt- 
Ztucl Songs in the world. 


G6j. Yea,but ſome will objeR,that the 


LApoltle means not David's Plalmes,bur 
#ſuch ſpiritu:]l Songs as ſhall be :upon 
{occaſion compuled by ſome Officer or 


IMembcr of the Church, 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
for as in the primitive times there were 


Some who had a gifr of Pſalmes, ſo now 
#alſo thre are that have, if nor the ſame 
gyct the like gifr, and ſuch new Songs, 
Ithey grant may be ſung, but mot any 
zother, 


| Sl, 1, Inanſwer to this, I ſay firſt, 
{That in the primicve Churches ſome 
Shad a Pſalm or fpiricual Song diRtated 
*and inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, though I 
dare not determine any thing perempto- 
pily concerning their manner of ſinging 
It:oſe Pſalmes ia the Church. 

| 2. 1 ſay, It any have the ſame fgi 
" noe 


ws 


"me inging of Pſalmes 

now, they may do well to ſhew and uſe 
ir for the. benefit and edification of | 
themſelves and ethers. But I ſuppoſe 
no ſober man will now pretend to any 


ſuch extraordinary gift, which ceaſt in 8 


the Church long fnce. as the gift of 3 


Tongues, and other effes of the Spi- | e 


rit extraordinary. 


If any ſhallpretend-to ſuch an extra- | 


ordinary Spirit, I defire to know of | 


them how others ſhall ſing with them? | 
for it they ſing only their ſudden ra9- | 
tures, cis impoſſible others ſhould joyn, | 


becauſe their meditations will differ,and | 
ſo will their meeter too,and ſuch ſinging 3 
will be nothing but a ſacrifice of fools, | 
and the confulion at Babel. 

If ir be ſaid, Not ſo ; But one to fing | 


in the ſpirit, and the reſt to ſay Amen, I 


ſay ( as before ) no man now hath ſuch | 
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a Spirit as ſome had then, There are in- | 


deed ſome that pretend much to the Spi- | 
rit in theſe dates, who if they would be 
pleaſed to ſhew their raptures in finging, | E 


as they do many times in ſpeaking, no j 
queſtion there would be as good rythme | 
in the one as there is reaſon in the other. | 


1 


| ( 
( 
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If we muſt not fing but what's indited 


$ by an extraordinat9 Spirit, and no man 


have ſuch a Spirit, it will follow that 


I there muſt be no finging atall, and then _ 
f how do Chriſtians fulfill this law of 

{ Chriſt, commanding them to ſpeak to 
* ore another #» Pſalmes, &c, which I 


q have formerly proved to be a duty as 


3 much as redeeming the time, walking cir- 
$ cumſpectly, &c, 1 believe that they who 
J had a P/almin the Church of Corinth, 
£ had it by an extraordinary gift- How 
E that Pſalm was ſang I cannor (ay, but 
J.this is clear and certain that David's 
2 Pſalmes, which were ordinarily uſed in 
Z the Temple, though they were com- 


£ pos d, yertthey were not ſung by an ex- 


df : 
Tf 


# traordinary Spirit. For when the Le- 
# vites, Chriſt and his Diſciples, Pasland 
* Szlas ſung, thoſe Plalmes muſt be ſuch 
# as were well known beforehand to the 
, companies that ſang them,clſe how could 
; they ſing together 2 


0bj. Bar here I meet with an objeRi- 


! on char muſt be anſwered before I pro- 
| ceed, and 'tis this, viF. That Chrift and 


his Diſciples 41d not {ing, but only gave 
thanks, 
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thanks, and that the Originall ward im- 
ports no more, but Ks it were ſaying | 
Grace after meat. 

We deny not but the Originall notes 
praiſe, bur letall that underſtand the O- 
riginall ſpeak whether ir doth not ſignifie | 
ro praiſe with ſinging. Auſtin on Pſalm | 
52. Hymni ſunt laudes Dei cum cantico, | 
& fe ſit laus. er nop fit Dei, non et Hym- 
nus : (i fit laws, e&& Det lans, & non cante- 
tur, non eſt Hymnus, oportet ergo ut, (3 ſit 
Hymnu-s, habeat h4c tria, & laudem, &-| 
Det, & cantics. Hymns are the pratſes 
of God with a ſong , Tt it be praiſe,and } 
not the praiſe of God, 'cis nor a Hymn 5, | 
if it be the praiſe of God, and nor with | 
a ſong, ncither is it a Hymn,which muſt | 
have theſerhree in it, viF, Praiſe, the 
praiſing of God, and that with a ſong, 
or in ſinging. Queftionleſle the Original 
ſignifies to praiſe, whether God or men 
in ſongs. | 

But what need we go any further than 
my Text,the word here pur in the mid- F: 
dle between Pſalmes and Songs, ſuffici- 
en:ly ſhevvs vvhat manner of praiſing | 
God that vvas, Beſides the conſtant 

vote 
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vote of all the Learned that Chriſt did 
18 || ſing atrer his laſt ſupper, according to 
the cuſtome of the Jews, whoſe pra- 
es | tice it was after the Cup of ſalvation 
)- | or thanksgiving to ſing ſome of David's 
ie Þ Pfalmes , which ſolemn Hymn they 
m | call, to this day, the Great Hpllelg- 
0. | Jah. © | 
" L That Chriſt prayed and prayſed 
e- | God otherwiſe than in ſinging, we grant: 
it © But thar he alſo ſang, is clear, and if he 
> | had ſung a new ſong compoſed on the 
es || ſudden, probably one of the Evangeliſts 
d $ would have recorded that ſong, as well 
© as Fohn hath ſet down our Saviours 
h Þ prayer , Fohn 17. So Payl and Silas 
t FAR. 16. 25. prayed and ſang praiſcs 
ie aloud, fo as the priſoners heard them, 
7, | which argues more than probably, a 
al I more than ordinary lifting up of their 
n [| voices. But if we yield that neither 
Chriſt and his Diſciples did ſing, nor 
n $Paul and Silas, yet my Text with Col. 
|- $316. & Fames 5.13. doclearly:evince 
i- Jtchat Chriftians muſt fing, which is the 
[thing we plead for. 
Burt I return to anſwer the former 
6. B objection 
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 objcaionconcerning finging of Plalmes 
compoſed by an ordinary and common | 
gift, as God in his providence gives |} | 
occaſion. And to this I ſay thatl am þþ , 

| 


not ſo much againſt compoſing as im- | 
poſing 5 when men fet up their own 
new ſongs, and ſhut out David's Plalms. 
Suppoſe it lawfull for men of ſpirituall I | 
mindes to endite a Pſalm , and then | 
commend it to others, and {ing it; yet 
it will not follow, thar therefore we | 
muſt not ſing the Pſalmes of David. | 
Obj. But here again '*cis objected, That |} | 
we conceive Prayers.and therefore may |. | 
as well conceive Plalmes too, for prai- |} , 
ſing God upon occaſion. #-; 
Sol, I will not fay it is unlawfull to 
conceive and compoſe a Pſalm upon oc- |} | 
caſion. Burt 1 fay again,there is no reaſon 
_ that our conceived Pſalmes ſhould ſhur 
out David's; and I defire it may ve 
conſidered , Firſt, That a man may 
canceive a Prayer on the ſudden, and. 
put itup to God, ſo as others may 
joya with him : But a man cannot. fo 
conceive and ſing a Pſalm, it being im-: 
 poſfible, at once,to contrive the ou 
an 
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a Chriſtians Duty. —ut 7 
SE and meecter, and be devout tos. * 
n 0bj. But here it will be replied, That _ 
S | ſuch a conceiving of Pſalmes is net in- 
1 tended, but that ſome one firſt compoſe, . 
- | and bring a fſpirituall Song , and then 
1 commend it to be ſung by others. 
' Sol. But why ſhould any man prefere 
I | hisCompoſures before David's Plalmes, 
1 is it becauſe they are more excellent ? 
i 06j.No,it will be ſaid, We do not com- 
© | pare with David. Onely our compoſed 
Pſalmes are more ſuitable to the preſent 
CH occaſions of Gods people ; we conceive 
/ © Prayers, as occaſion is offered, and ſo 
- | we would have Pſalmes conceived, and 
F compoſed too. 
| Fol.1.God himſelf hath made and given 
us a Pfalm-book , Bur I know of no 
1 F ſuch Prayer-book that he hath left us. 
l 2. There can be no compoſures of 
- | men, that will ſuit the occaſions , ne- 
7 | ceſſities , afflitions, .or affeRtions of 
God's people , as the Pſalmes of David, 
' | concerning which we may ſay, what the 
| Fews ſaid of Manna, They have a 
taſte and reliſh according to every ones 
Palate. Let ir once be granted that we 
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22 Singing of Pſalmes 
muſt fing Pſalmes, - I'le warrant you 
Davids Plalmes ſhall carry ir ; there 
being no art or ſpirit of man nov, that 
can come near that of David, Whar' 
though they were penn'd upon occaſion, 
and according to the neceſſitics of Gods | 
people then 2 ſo were the other Scri- I 
ptures, and yet they concern us as much | 
now, as they did the people of God 
then. Belides we read that in HeFekiah's | 
time the Levites were to praiſe God | 
with the words of David, 2 Chron. 29. 
39, which ſhews that the Pſalmes were | 
for the uſe of Gods people in after-ages 4 
upon all occaſions, and I would fain | 
know what occaſions Gods people | 
now, or at any time , either have, 
or can have, which David's Pſa'mes | 
may not fſute with , and better | : 
than any Songs compoſed by an} , 
ordinary gift. What Ws things | 
are ſpoken of Chriſt his Kingdome, || 
and the great work of Redempri--N+ 
on by him « Who can admire | 
and adore the infinite excellencies | 
of God in better phraſes and formes | 
aan the fpirit . hath dictated to | 
es  - us | 
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a Chriſtians Duty, 33 


lus in David's Pfalmes 2 If we 


would chear our ſpirits, or com- 
poſe them for hearing or . other 


E duties, what more heavenly Me- 
| ditations 2 IF we would commend 


and magnific the Power, Wiſdome, 


J and goodneſs of God in any mer- 


cy, how can we do it better than 


in the words of David? it would 
J b:come theſe that quarrell at our 
q finging of David's Plalmes , to give 


us better in the room of them, 
or elſe. to conſider how they ful- 


"fill the Law of Chriſt , when 
{ they fing neither thoſe, nor any 
J other, | 


And wheres occaſionall compoſures 


q arc ſo much cried up by many, I ask 
{ them what poor ſoules ſhall do that: 
$ cannot compoſe Pſalmes , neither have 


any to do it for them 2 Certainly it is 
a duty ( as hath been proved ) that 


lies upon all Gods people,and to whom 


ſhall many of them go for a Pſalme, if 
not to David * They that pen pſalmes 
better, or ar leaſt firter(as they think) 


do it for their particular reſpeQrve 


B4. | Con» | 
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Congregations : Inthe meantime, what | 
ſhall others do, unleſs the ſame men 
will undertake ro furniſh all the 


Churches of God in the Land, and F 


the world too, with a better Pſalm- book, | 
than that of David? If itbe ſaid, that } 
ſome Officer or member _in every | 
Congregation may do as much upon | 
accaiton : I anſwer, perhaps not ; nay, | 
without all peradventure, the gift will | 
not be found at all, or in any tolerable |} 
meaſure amoneſt many Chriſtians, and | 
then, when they meet, and would be 
merry in the Lord , poor ſoules they 
ſhall have never a Plalm to fing,as Fames | 
requires, Fames 5. 13. Nor ſhall we, 
' upon this account, have very much 
ſinging in private families, of which 
there arc .thoulands in Eng/ard, that 
will not yicld one who can endite, or 
compole a Plalm fir for the occaſions 
of Gods people, Therefore if thele 
men wil] not-give us another Pſalm-book 
in ſtead of David's, we ſhall have little 
ſinging in Congregations, and leſs in 
private families 3 But I ſhall argue this | 
no furthers onely I add, that *tis nor | 
PRE enough 
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a Chriſtians Duty. 25 


| enough for them to ſay: that David's 


Pſalmes muſt give place to their new 
Songs, eſpecially , fince the former can 


plead preſcription for ſo many ages, bur 


they muſt prove it, and that ſtrongly 


5 too, that we muſt not fing David's 


For the accommodation of David's: 


Plalmes to the preſent particular occa- 


1 fions of Gods people, I ſhall ſpeak 


more hereafter : all I ſhall ſay for pre- 
ſent is this, That if we cannot accom- 
modate them, or any paſſages in them, 
the fault is our own. There are many, I 
fear, who cannot accommodate many - 
paſſages in David's Plalmes : as when 
he profeſſes his zeal for God, love to 
God, his Word and Ordinances, and 
wayes of Worſhip, his integrity, humi- 
lity, heavenly-mindedneſs, 8&c, Bur 
that's becauſe they have not ſuch a heart 
as was in David ; and it may be their 
conſciences cannot well brock- ſuch a 
word of admonition and conviction as 
they meet withall in many places and 
paſſages of David's Plalmes, Wo 
But if we fing Davids: Falimes, let 
B &; ; —_— 
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us ſing-them in David's tunes, and not | 
in ſuch Meetre as men have deviſed. | 
* Sol, This reaſoning will prove as well 
that we ſhall not read David's Plalmes 5; 
for may not a man as well ſay, Why | 
ſhould we read them in any Language } 
but that wherein they were written © 
and fo farewell ſinging and reading 
Pſalmes too ; and if you ſay bur as much 
of all the other parts of Scripture, fare- 
well all preaching of gifted mcn, for 
they will have never a Text nor Bible 
Isit them. Bur if we think our ſelves 
"bound to read the Pſalmes in our own 
Tongue, why may we not as well | 
fling them in our own Tunes If you 
ſay, there is a neceſſity of reading, I 
_ grant it, and ſay, There is a neceflity 
of ſinging them alſo; there being as ex- 
preſſe precepts in Scripture for the one, 
as for the other. When any man ſhall 
give us as a good reaſon againſt reading 
in our own Tongue, we will give 
over {inging Pſalmes in our own Tunes; 
tili then, we dclieve there is the like 
necefliry of the one and the other, or 


elſe we are come to a good paſle indeed, 
that 
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a-Chriſtian Duty. 9 
that we muſt neither ſing nor ſay. My 


{ anſwer then is in a word this, That there: 


being a neceſſity of ſinging, as well-as 


of reading, we may do the one in our 
8 own Tunes, as well as the other in our 
| own Tongue, 


There ts yet one objetion more a- 
eainſt ſinging of David's Pſalmes,Wwhich 
was not thought on at the preaching of 


8 theſe Sermons, and it is this : 


0bj. As the Scripture commands us 


| to pray, but. preſcribes us no fer forms 


of Prayer, which we are bound ro uſe, 
and no other : ſo, when+it, commands 
us to ſing Pſalmes, it doth not tie us to 
any forme, but leayes us to our liberty. 
For, it we are not ticd to a form-/in 
praying, why ſhould we be' tied up-to 
any form in ſinging. ? ; tir D4 

I dare not ſay ( as ſome do) that 
all-formes of Prayer are forbidden by 
the ſecond Commandment ; nor-yet 
that they wholly: ſtint and: quench the 
Spirit. Butto let that paſs; I anſwer: 
-;| $00. -1, The Apoftle hath preſcribed 
us what toſing,vi7, Pfalmes and Hymner, 
and ſpiritual $ongs,which are the expreis 
NORTE Titles 
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"Titles of David's Pſalmes,as was ſhewed 
before, 


2, There is adiffcrence in this, that | 
the Lo:d did not preſcribe unto his | 
people ſet tormes of Prayer, as be pre- } 
ſcrib'd fer tormes of Plalmes, 2 Chror. | 
29.30 They were to fing in the words of | 


Dawsd and A ſuph.but we read nor, that 
they were to pray in any ſuch ſet form. 


God gavethem a Pſalm- book, but not | 


a.Prayer-book, as was ſaid before. 
- 3: When the Pſalmes of David and 


Aſaph were ordinarily ſung in the | 


Temple, dare any mar fay, that the 
Spirit either in the Levites or others, 
was ſtinted or quenched* and why ſhould 
it beſtinted now, more than it was then? 
Since we! have the ſame formes which 
God himſelf appointed, why may we 
nor expedt the ſame enlargement of 
heart,as the people of God had then ? 

4. We muſt fing in a forme-or not 
atall, as I ſhewed formerly, though we 
_ may very well-pray without it. - Since 
therefore we muſt have a form , why 
fhould we not prefer ſuch as God hath 
appointed before any other ? 
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Epheſ. 5. 19. 
Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes and: 
Hymnes, and ſpirituall Songs, Sing- 
ing, Oe 


T3 Apoſtle calls upon the people 


of God to edifice themſclves 
in ſinging of Pſalmes. This we have 
proved to be the duty of Chriſtians, 
and anſwered ſome ObjeAions made 
againſt it. 
- - 0bj. But how can Chriſtians .do this 
ina mixt Congregation ( will fome ſay ) 
where there is a multitude that joyn 
in the duty , who yet, (God knowes ) 
are no way able to do it in ſucha 
manner, as may be either pleafing 
to God, or profitabie to their own 
ſoules ? They cannot fing in - their 
heart , nor to the Lord. And hence 


fome complain they are much ſcan» 


dalizcd; 
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dalized, to hear profane and ungodly 
-men in their ſinging of Pſalmes profets | 
their Repentance, the integrity and | 
uprightneſs of their hearts, when, God 
knows, there is no ſuch thing in them. | 
Therefore ( ſay they ) What do ſuch 
men in ſinging, but ſound our fo many 
lies 2 yea, and blaſpheme the holy Name 
and "Truths of God, in doing of that 
duty © and this {o troubles and difſtracts 
them, that they cannot finde in their 
hearts to. joyn in the duty with ſuch 
profane people. ;,, + } 

- This 1s, I conceive, the main thing 
that troubles.the moſt , and thercfore 
though there is but lictle ſtrength in the 
Argument, yet, ſince it is that which 
Arayes with ſo-many , I ſhall be-the 
larger in clearing it. Be” 

They ſay, many profane wretches {ing 
Pſalmes and ſing lies ;. and. therefore 
they do nor, they, cannot fing,, _. 

Sol., I .wiſh, that ſome of theſe who | 
make-this, Objection do not.{ay lies.s, for 
that many ( who do not ſing Pſalmes, 
and give this for a reaſon) do lie, I ſhall 
make it appear thus: © 
bY; + -..aan 


a  X cM - wean Jt A. 


—_— ” a | I ” oy ith. onuamon - END 


% - ad 4 o& 


'y 
is | 


1d | 


>d 


a Chriſtians Duty. 31 

"They ſay, they do nor ſing, becauſe 
of the mixt multitude, with whom they 
cannot joyn. Then how comes it to 
paſs, That Pſalmes are forborn , not 


| onely in the Congregation, bur in their 


own houſes alſo © Therefore there. is 
ſome deceit in this argument. I do 
heartily wiſh ſuch as theſe, before-they 
charge lying upon others in finging, to 
forbear lying themſelves : for they do 
not {ing in their families, nor in their 
cloſets, neither alone, nor with others. 
Therefore this is, not the thing, there is 
ſomewhat elſe in their hearts, But I will 
anfwer the Argument otherwiſe : - 
though I do premiſe this in the firſt 
place, 'Thar if they will. not ſing in the 
Congregation, becauſe' of the mixt 
multitude; yerler chem fing in their own 
familics, If they ſay, There #s a mixt 
company. ip their families allo : F ask, 
W hoſe fault is that 5 T ſhould be oth 
£9 keep. them in my family, with whom 
I cannot pray, and praiſc.God. But if ſo, 
yet,why do-they not {ing by themſclves? 
for a man may as well ſing alone,as pray 
alone : if none other be good enough 
I | tO 
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to ſing with them, let them fing by 


withal!l. - 
7. To gratific them in what w2: can, 


I grant, that there are too many ſuch, 


who cannot fing with grace in their 
heartss and this we acknowledg to be 
both their fin and miſery. But yet with- 
all we think, though there be thouſands 


that cannor ſing a Palme as they ought | 


ro do, with grace in their hearts to the 


Lord: yet itis the duty of thoſe men | 


todo it; and becauſe they cannot do it 
as thcy ſhould, it will never follow 
that therefore my are not bound to do 
it, or that they do not fin, if they do 
neglect it.. | | 
It is certain, a profane ſpirit is n6 
more able to pray, than he is able to ſing 
raiſes ro God, But I hope you will nor 
ay, that therefore a: profane perſon 


ought 'nor to pray , or that it is'not his 
duty to pray,or that he doth not fin if he | 
negleRto pray, 487,8,22, Peter exhorts 
Simon Magus to pray, though he were a 
wicked man. | 


0bj. 


themſelves. Burt it ſeems they do not | 
think themſelves good enough to ling | 
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a Chriſtians Duty, 33 


0bj. Bur he bids him firſt to repent. 
Sol. True; he doth fo, and there was 


| 2 good reaſon for it, Peter would have 
| him to pray, ſo as his prayer might be 


heard, and accepted with God, which 
he knew, could not be without repen- 
tance. For God heareth not ſinners, John 
9. 3l. If I regard wickedneſſe in* my 


-heart ( ſaith David, Pla, 66. 18. ) the 


Lord will not hear my prayer, But if a 


J wicked man will humble himſelf, and 


pray,he hath Gods promiie to be accept- 


| ed, It he repent not, God hath no regard 


either to his prayer or his perſon,yet ſtill 
it is his duty to pray, and his fin that he 
doth it not, and therefore I may per- 
fwade, and exhort him to do it. 1 would 
have men ſing with the heart, ſo as to 

leaſe God'in if. But if they cannot do 
it, (and do itthey cannot fo long as they 
hold faſt deceit ) yet it-is their dury 
to do'ir. Ele wicked men have a fair 
excuſe- for not doing that duty which 


| lieth upon them by vertue of Gods 


commandment, To pray without faith. 
is a great fin, and I think not to pray at 
all; (is in ſome ſenſe) a greater lin. = 
ih that 
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that praycs without faith and grace is 
an hypocrite, and he that prayes nor at 
all, is an Atheiſt. So to fing withour 
grace in the heart is hypocriſie ; and 
E think) not to ſing at all, nor to per- 
forme that duty and worſhip we owe 
unto the living God, is a kinde of A- 
theiſme. A wicked man after a ſort pro- 
fancs and pollutes cvery Ordinance he 
takes in hand : but it will not hence 
follow, therefore it is not his duty to 
wait upon God in Ordinances. 
Secondly, It is true., a wicked man 
is not worthy to take the name of God 
in his mouth,and when he doth; he doth 
( in ſome ſort ) blaſpheme God in abu- 
{ing his word. But though he be nor 
worthy, yet ( as one ſaith ) Gods Word 
is worthy to come into kis-:minde, and 
into his mouth too, to convince- him of 
his wickedneſs. And here is'a very great 
miſtake of theſe men that thus. urge 
and argue, and they bewray a grear,deal 
of ignorance about the nature, - end, and 
uſe of this. duty, for one great and 
main end of finging Pſalmes is 1nitru- 
ion : A Pſalm of David for Inſtruftjon, 
: IS 


a Chriſtian Duty. 35 "" 
s the Title of many of the Pſalmes, 


that is one end of ſinging of Pſalmes: 


Therefore I ſay, though they be not 
worthy to take the Name of God into 


their mouthes, yet the Word of God: 


is worthy to come into their mouths 
and mindes for their inſtruction and 
admonition. Devt. 32. Moſes penned a 
Plalme, and Dewt.3 1.19. there is a com- 
mand of God, that it ſhould be penned 3 
and for what end: was it 2 namely to 
convince. the wicked 1ſraelies of their 
apoſtacy from, and rebellion againſt the 
Lord. And certainly, when ever a Pſalm 
is {ung, be they never ſo bad that ſing ir, 
there is a Word of Gad in it, to reprove 
and condemn their fin, And doth not 
the Apoſtle ſay ( Col. 3, 16.) Teaching 
and aamoniſhing one another in Pſalmes * 
In every Pſalm of Inſtruftion (C I fay ) 
there is a word to convince the un- 
godly of their ungodlineſſe. As for 
example : Plal. 1. rt. Bleſſed is the 
man that walketh not in the counſell 
of the ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the 
wiy of ſinners, nor ſitteth in the 
eat of the ſcornefull : But his delight 


7s 


36 Sinzing of P ſalmes 
js in the Law of the Lord, and in his Law 
Aoth he meditate day and night : he ſhall be 
like atree planted by the rhuers of water, 
his leaf ſhall not wither, and whatſoever he 
aoth ſhall proſper. The ungodly are not fo, 
but are like the chaff which the winde dri- 
weth away ; Therefore the nnzodly ſhall not 
ſtand in thejudzement, nor ſinners in the 
Congrezation of the righteous. The Lord 
knoweth the way of the righteous : Bnt the 
way of the ungodly ſhall periſh, When 
_ this is ſaid, there is a conviction,and when 
this is ſang, there is a greater conviction, 
becauſe there is more time and fpace to 
meditate on thoſe holy truths of God. 
Doth not God here,as it were,judge him 
out of his own month > and he himſelf 
pronounce the ſentence, That he is one of 
thoſe nngodly ones of whom the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks by the ſpirit in that Pſalm? 

So Pſal.2, there is an admonition to 
thoſe that do not kiſs the Son,and ſubmit 


to the ſcepter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


0bj.But they take no notice of it,they 
o on and ſing a Pſalm,and ſo think they 
ave done God good ſervice. 

Sol, It may be ſo,So & is in hearing of 
Sermons, 
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4 Chriſtians puty. 37 
Sermons, no queſtion many are little 
affected with what is delivered, though 
the Miniſter preſſe it home upon their ' 
con{ciences, and deal never (o plainly 


| and powerfully : yet I hope, you will 


not ſay, but the Word of God preached 
hath this end ( vi; ) Conviftion or Ad- 
monitiox. GO it is in ſinging of Pſalmes, 
wicked men are made judges of their 
own wickednefſe by the Word of God 
in their own mouthes, - 

06bj. Again, Whereas it is urged by 
ſome, That they are very much fcanda- 
lized to hear profane men profeſle a lic 
in ſinging the 119 Pſalme, and the like, 
touching their /ove #0, 47d delight in the 
law of Goa, and other ſuch expreſſions- 
whi ch David uſes in thoſe: Pſalmes, 

Sol. We anſwer, True ; iris a matter 
of ſcandal], but how farre forth we ſhall 
cenſider anon. He that ſings David's 
Pſalmes,and not with a ſandtified hearr, 


fas David did, he lies in his heart, and in 


his throat too. But ſuppoſe ſuch a one 
ſhould ſay David's Platmes, or pray 
David's Pſalmes, or read them our of 
a Book, or joyn with the- Minifter in 
F | prayer 


38 Senging of Pſalmes 
prayer, where he is the mouth for the 
reſt that do joyn with him ; Doth he 
not profeſle the like then 2 When the 
Miniſter ( who is the peoples mouth to 
ſpeak to God ) deelares the experiences 
that he and others have had of Gods 
goodneſſe, and the work of grace | 
upon their ſoules ; when he profeſſeth 
or exprefieth godly ſorrow for fin, 
laments their infirmities, indiſpoſed- 
neſſe, untowardneſle and frowardneſle 
of heart, and further bleſſeth God 
for ſpirituall graces , and the evidences 
of Gods love, &c. When(1I ſay) the 
Miniſter doth thus in the Congre- 
gation, and profane men are there, 
and pretend to go along with him in 
ths, do they not lie in prayer, fince 
they never had experience of Gods 
goodneſſe, and the work of God upon 4 
their ſoules, they never had any evi | \ 
dences of Gods love to them in all their |" 
lives? And why are we not as much. 
ſcandalized at their praying, as at their - 
ſinging * For though they make not 
ſuch a noiſe with their mouths in prayer, 
yet they do lie and profane the 
Name 
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a Chriſtian Duty. 39 
Name of God is much in the one as 
they do in the other. Therefore if any 

be ſcandalized by them in the one, why 

I not alſo in the other 9 Surely, by this 

{ reaſon, we muſt not only forbear ſinging, 

# but praying with them; Nay, by the. 

| ſame reaſon, we may. not hear the 

{| Word of God with them, for a profanc 
wretch doth even in that alſo take the 
Name of Ged in vain, and if he be not 
powerfully convicted by the Word of 
God, he ſhall be one day made to know - 
what a ſad thing it is to take the Name 

of God in his mouth , when he hated 

to be reformed: Unto the wicked God 
ſaith, What haſt thou to do to duclare my 
flatutes, or that thou fbowldeſt take my 
Covenant in thy mouth 9 ſteing thou 
hateſt inſiruction, and caſteſt my words 
behinde thee. This. Argument is that 
which is urged for ſeparation, and if 

it hold good for ſeparating in one, it 

| may as well hold ( for ought I ſee ) 

| for ſeparation in all duties whatſoever, 
and ſo 2» hearing the Word of god alſo. 
For - hearing the Word is an act of ſpi- 
ritual communion , as well as prayer , or 
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40 Singing of pſalmes 
ſinging : I ſay, there is communion with 
God in hearing as well as in praying - In 
prayer we (peak to God; and in hearing} © 
God {peaks to us : In prayer we profeis} 
our ſelves to be the Lords people, to} Þ 
have all our delight in him, and all our" 
expeRtations from him 3 and in hearing * 
we come to fit before him as his people, | © 
to ask Counſell of God, and to know it 
his will , and there profefſe whatſoever] 
the Lord ſhall command us, thar wef © 
will do. a 
Thus there 'is ſpirituall communion] Þ 
with God in hearing the Word, as well as P 
in praying and ſinging of P(almes. S0 c 
then, if we may not fing nor pray,neither || £! 
may we hear with mixt company 3 and 
if it be thus, the people of God are in a 
very fad condition. I fay again, If 
the preſence of wicked men ſhall hin- 
der their acceptatien and communion 
with God in thoſe duties which they 
notwithſtanding do in the ſincerity 
aud uprightneſſe of their hearts , out 
of all queſtion. the people of God 
are in a very fad condition , becauſe 
' they can hardly aflemble without: great 
| , hazard 
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« Chriſtians Duty. wy '«> 
hazard of baving one devil or other 
among them, what then will become _ 
of them 2 Nay.,-I would fain know with 


$ whom they ſhall joyn 2 for our Saytour 
E himſelf had a ſelet company,bur twelve 
Jinall, and one of them was a devil. 
1 And fo, when you have done what you 


can, and made choice of your company, 


I if there be not a black devil, a prophzþne. 


wicked man; yet there may be a white 
devil, an hypocrite, which is bad, and 
as abominable to God as the other. 1 
have heard, that ſome have forborne 


, prayers in their families with their 


children and ſervants, becauſe they 
thought them not good enough to pray 
withall. I deſire theſe ro: conſider what 
Paul did in the Ship-before the company 
he ſailed with; He was not ſo ſcrupulous, 
but gave, thanks to God, even before 
profcſt Tnfidels and Heathens, A#-s 27. 
35. He took bread, and gave thanks to 
God in the preſence of. thems all ; becauſe 
he knew it was a duty which all men 
are bound to do, and though they 
did not , nor. could not do it as 
they ſhould, yet it was their Jury, 
an 


42 ' Singing of Pfalmes 
and therefore Paul praifes God even in 


the preſence of thoſe wicked men. Sofl 


may we do the like, though wicked men 
be by, and joyn in the duty , whar's 
that to us ? | 

Oh! But it much troubles and di- 
tracts. them, when they ſee men of 
p_ ſvirits joyn with them , and 

laſpheme ( as they ſay ) the Name 0 

God. 

Alas for them, that they are ſo ten- 
der of Gods honour. But is ic ſo indeed ? 
or is not this another lie 9 'Tis notori- 


ouſly known, there are many great and- 


horrid blaſphemies againſt Feſus Chriſc 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and the Scriptures, 
&c. and yet I hear not much of their 
being ſcandalized at theſe : Bur they 
are mightily ſcandalized to hear wicked 
men /#»g Pſalmes. But methinks, if they 
be indeed ſcandalized at this, they 
ſhould be more ſcandalized af thoſe 


other -blaſphemies 5 and truly let me}. 


tel! them , their nor being ſcandalized 
at thoſe horrid blaſphemies indeed 
before ſpoken of, is a very great 
ſcandall to many that are truly godly. 


ww 


« Chriſtians Duty. 4; 
Oh that there were no other Blaſphemics 


oj in F=gland than ſinging of Plalmes by 


wicked men, and that one day ina week. 
But doth nor the Land mourn, becauſe 


. | of oaths? and are not many wicked ones, 


all the week long, blaſpheming the 
living God 2 Yet ſome of theſe men 
( who make this Objection )) have,not 
ſhewed at any time ( that we have ſeen ) 
ſo much diſlike of theſe blaſphemics. 
If you be troubled at blaſphemies, be 
troubled at all blaſphemies. If it be 
blaſphemy for wicked men to ſing 


* Plalmes , ſure, there be other as grear 


blaſphemiecs in England as this; and F 
wiſh, that ſome had notblaſphemed the 
Name of God in another manner, that 
have given over ſinging of Pſalmes, We 
grant, That wicked men cannot do this 
or any duty as they ſhould, they He, 
diſhanoxr God, and take his name in vain. 
And it is a grief to every godly man, 


' whoſe righteous ſoul & ſadded within him, 


when he hears or ſces,that God hath not 
that honour given him, which is due un- 
to his Name. Yea, it grieves all godly 


men, that others arc not as they ares 


C They 


44 * Singing of Pſilmes 
They are of Moſes his ſpirit, They would 


all the Lords people were Prophets ; They | 


would that all could. hear , and pray, 


and read, and ſing' Pſalmes ,' as they | 


themſelves can. But be it ſo, that they 
cannot ſing Plalmes, as they ſhould 
dot, and:it is.thy grief, yet why ſhouldft 
thou negleAthy duty;, and not do that 
which Gad calls thee-to 2 It he thar.ſfits 
next to thee lie unto God in profeſſing 
his fincerity and integrity of heart when 
there 1s no ſuch thing ,, yet ler me tell 
thee , thou mayeſt be accepted of God 
in what thou dotſt,,;jf thou do that in 
{incerity,, which. another doth -in hypo- 
crifie. And take this from me, you. that 
are (o ſcandalized at- the hypocriſte and. 
prophaneneſle of-..others, look well. to 
your , ſelves, . {weep before: your : own 
doors.” and ſee that your own hearts 
' be right 5 and if they be, I will 
warrant you, the wickedneſſe of another 


* 


mans heart ſhall never hurt: you, or * 


' hinder your acceprznce with God:'Thow 


praveſt gut; of {incerity,, thow:;praycſt 
our of experience;, thipu prayelt from 
thy hzartz and another;man that: joyns 


with 
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a Chriſtians Duty. 45 
with thee , doth none of theſe things, 
and doth not God therefore accept thee, 
thinkcſt thou £ Yes, God will hear the 
bleatings of one ſheep, though he were 
in the midſt of a thouſand -wo/ves. It it 
were n2t ſo, Gods people were in a ſad 
condition, and, for ought I know, muſt 
go out of this world, to finde *thoſe 
whom they may joyn withall in prayer 
or praiſe, or any other duty. Therefore 
I ſay, Is itthy duty to praiſe God in a 
Palme, or is it not 2 If itbe not thy 
duty, then de it no where; but if it be, 


* then rhou mayſt do it in any company 


that, will joyn with thee, 
But the truth is, many of thoſe that 
do not ling, believe it not to be a duty, 
and upon that ground wholly negle& its 
Tf it be thy duty, thou art bound to do 
it in+ the beſt manner thou canſt, 
and thou art never the worſe, though 
others that joyn with thee do it not 


as they ought, and ſo inſtead of a 


blefling bring-a curſe. upon themſelves, 
for God (Itell thee) doth not accept 


of thee according to thy company, 


but according .to thy integrity. 7f thos 
"ENT 2 a#l; 
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46 Singing of Pſalmes 4 
doſt well, ( faies God to Carr ) ſhalt thiw [ 
not be accepted : ? S0,if thou ſeckeſt God : ! 
in ſincerity, from thy very ſoul, ſhale :/ 
thou not be accepted > Queſtionleſs thou | | 

ſhalt. Can God reject a ſacrifice offered :/ 
to him trom a poor, contrite , broken |. 
heart, becauſe that ſome wicked men are | 

reſent 2 ; | El 

If Cain and Abel offered ſacrifice at 
one and the fame time and upon the ſame 
Altar (as for ſomereaſons,and by ſome , 
circumſtances in the Text, it is conje- |, 
ured they might) did not God accept, } 
the ſacrifice of Abel, becauſe that Cain 
was preſent © Sure we are, that Chrift } 
offered in the Temple, when not onely ; 
many of the pe pops bur the Prieſts alſo 

were moſt ungodly wretches. 

If ſinging Sf Plalmes be a duty, thou | 
haſt more necd be troubled at thy finfull ' 
—_ than at anothers finfull doin of | 

: and truly,-it is ſtrange to me, that, 
os Fear of participating in others ſins, 
men ſhould commit ſins of their own, as | 
bad or worſc. Here T might ſhew, how 
the linnes of ſome might lic upon others. -j 

Bur I ſhall nor $0 {o farre out of my 
a 
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! do, as it ſhould be 
- blefſe God that hath piven thee an hearr 


47 
way 5 I ſhall onely addez When ſome 
| -will come toan Ordinance of God, to 
'| which they haveno right, and thou canfſt 

| not hinderthem : Or when they will do. 
'} any duty which they ought, but cannot 


4 Chriſtian: Duty. 


one, do thou 


to do thy duty, and pitty thoſe poor 
ſoules who cannot do it as well as thou 
canſt. u 

Singing of Pſalmes is a duty, wherein 
thereis a word of Admonition and 1n- 
Fruttion to wicked men, and itisa 


; - morall duty which every man is bound 


todo, To praiſe the great God that made 
heaven and earth : That they cannor do 
it as they ought is their ſin and miſery, 


| and will be our ſinas much, or more, if 
1 wedo itnot atall. 


And now [ ſhall intreat all egcd!y and 
ſober-minded Chriſtians, that they will 
not be frighted from doing that which 


is their duty by ſuch a _ſTay-crow as this. 


If wicked men joyn with them, and mul- 
tiply tranſgreſſton by offering the ſeicrs- 


| ficeof fools, they are to be pirtied and 


Bur 'tis a ſenſelefle conceir, * 


praycd for. 
| C 3 thar 


48 Stnging of Pſalmes 
that therefore ſuch as are godly ſhall 
Emer dorwy, ' 

Now Tam ſure, Iris the duty of all 
men in the world to praiſe God : Wicked 
men are bound to praiſe God in a Pſalm; 
it is their ſin and miſery, they can- 
not do it as they ought, but they are . 
bound to doit in a Plalm , as much as” | 
they are bound to pray , to hear the 
Word, ordg any other duty. Nay, I 
ſay more, it is ſome glory to God, 
when prophane perſons do fing David's | 
Pſalmes to their own conviction. The 
Miniſter glorifies God in'the ſpeaking 'l}: 
of his Word, although many in the 
Church ſhould laugh and ſcoff ar ir, | 
becauſe the Word of God hath irs end, | 
either to convert, or to confound, So | 
when a Pſalm is ſung, it is the Word 
of God, althoughit be ſung by a wicked 
man , and it is a word of convidion, 
and a word of inſtrudtion.to him: Tr 
is the. Word of God, I ſay, in his 
mouth , and herein God is glorified, 


that a wicked man is made with his own | 


mouth to condemn himſelf, and his own 
wickedneſle. | 
What 
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a Chriſtians Duly. 49 
What ſcruples yet remain, I hope ſhall 
be re{olved when I come to the dire- 
ive part, "which I promiſed. For'the _ 
-ObjeRions that are commonly made, 
ariſe from ignorance of the Nature, : 
End, and Uſe of the duty, TI- ſhall- - 
now cloſe all at this time, with theſe 
Conſiderations. The Queſtion. is, 
Whether we ſhould {ing Pfalmes-? Now 
ro confirme vs alittle, Thar this praRice 
of ſinging Pſalmes in the Church of 
3 GoJ, is not ſo groundleſſe as ſome men 
1 imagine: © + 
- = 1; Firſtof all conſider thi Scriptiires 
ground, *T hat God calls his people to 
ſpiritual rejoycing if him , Philip. 4. 4+ 
Kejoyce tn the Lord alwayes ; 'and again 
T (ay, refoyce. Gods people have- alwayes 
matter of  rejoycing, Sometimes God 
calls to mourning, and girding with 
ſackcloth , ro faſting and Prayer; "but 
alwayes God calls his pcople to rejoycez 
1 Thefi5.16.'Rejoice in the Lord alwayes, 
Rejoyce e&vtfhire, Gods. people thave al> 
wayes matcer-of ye oyeings Thbugh they 
Kave matter 'of -99997ni7g ont way; yet 
they have matter of rejoycing _—_— 
C 4. way 
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way : 1 Pet. 1.6, Wherein ye greatly re. 


; 


Joyce (ſaith the Apoſtle) Though now for 


4 ſeaſon, you be in heavineſs through ma- 


nifold tribulations: Still they have matter || 


of joy even. in the midſt of cribulations. 
Secondly , Ir is clear, That as God 
requires. ſuch a holy affeRion in his 
cople, ſo hedoth require ſome expreſ- 
HT ſutcable to that affetion. Theres 
tore, we muſt not onely rejoyce with 


our hearts, but with our tongues allo, 


with al that is within us, with all thar 
is without us, with all that is about us. 
As therefore it is a truth, That ( in a 
| {enſe ) Gods people ſhould be praying 
alwayes ( to wit) in their hearts, with 
cjaculatory prayers, lifting up their ſouls 
unto the Lord, whereſoever they go 


anditis as true alſo, That God requires » 
his people ſhould pray unto him with 
their mourthes at ſome times more eſpe- 


cially : Even ſoitis here in the duty of 
praiſe, God requires us to 7ejojce al- 
wayes, and alwsycs, as it were, to be 
praiſing of him in owr hearts, But he rc- 
quires us, at ſome times, to praiſe him 
with e&r moxthes allo, when God pives 


[ 


occaſion 


; 
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'} occaſionof ſodoing. As Gods people of 
{ old did fing praiſes ordinarily on: the 
{ Sabbath, and other ſolemn times, and 
41 extraordinarily , when God gave them 
' 7 occaſion, by ſome deliverance, victory, 
{ or other mercy. In Pſalm 126.2, Their 


| mouthes were filled with laughter,and their 
'| tongues with finging. And (o Fudges,5. 


Deborah ſung a ſong. And ſo Atts 16. 
Paul and Silas having joy in God,expreſt 
it in ſinging of a Pſalm. So it is ſaid 


; of the people of God, Revelar. 15. 3. 


4 ſong that no man elſe could ſing : 


; They ſhall Sne the ſong of Moſes, that is, 
as Aoſes and the people of Iſrael fung 
; that ſong,Exod.15. for their deliverance 
} from Pharaohs tyranny, and their flavery 


in Eeypt, ſo ſhall the people of God 


{ fing a ſong for their deliverance from. 
| their ſlavery under Antichriſt.. So the 

| Twenty four Elders fell down, and. 
| worſhipped, and ſung a new ſong unts 


the Lord God' Almizhty, Revel,5.8,9.. 


' Which is to be underſtood of all. 
_ Gods worſhip, as ſome learned. men. 


conceive: And Rev. 14. 3.. It is ſaid, 
the people of God there ſhould finz 


Av: 
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A Learned Interpreter upon that place, 
conceives all Goſpe/-worſhip ' to be !! 


meant. 


. Now if ſinging were ſuch an abomi- | 


& 2% - 
PILR 3s ” IIS 6 
- 


nation ( as ſome would haveir) inthe 


Church of Chriſt, S | wonder; why the | 
holy Ghoſt ſhould uſe thar expreſſion | 


in that place, and fet forth all Goſpel- 
worſhip under finging 4 new ſong, Plalm 
| 126, When God 

enlarged with fpiritual joy within, they 
did 'open their mouthes wide to ſhew 


forth the praifcs of the Lord. And if 


God give us more than ordinary joy,why 
ſhould not. we ' now make more than 


ordinary expreſſion of it £ There are | 
many exhortations .in the Pſalmes, to | 
fing, and ſhout, and clap hands, and make 


4 Joyfall noiſe. Now theſe fignes of ſpi- 


ritual rejoycing in God were no /egall | 
Ceremonies, but ſuch as godly. Chriſti- | 
ans' may uſe now, as well as they did ;}. 
then 3 fo David ſung, and danced before 


the Ark with all his might , being fo 


tranſported with holy joy, that he could 


norforbear : And why are men ſo much 
again{t ſinging of Pſalmes 2 When there 


_—_ 
thy $1 At Dre 2 


s peoples hearts were 


{ 
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is 800d news ; ind matter 'of grear'f6ys. 
we ring 0ut olir bells;and fhoor off the 
creat gunnt , ſhout: and mike a notfe 
otherwayes 3; and why not as well make 
2: joytwll noiſe-in ſinging of Pſalmes 2-1 
hear tio/ mit Finde Fault with the formet 
(mit, Y Rinlting , Or ſhodiing | aid 
>< 


Joyful atclammations. And'is tiot/enp | 
of P/ulmes as fit and proper aft eX > ] 
ſion of oiff rejoycihgin God, as-any of | 
thoſe ©. 3139, 4204] | 2, £19208 
. If '#- company ef 'godly Chriſtidtis 
then will 20 by 'themfclves,” rake foie 
choice parts'of Davids Pſalmes, and fing 
them; I would know, it this would: not 
make*as' Food'a noiſe in the cars of the 
Lord; #5 ſhooting of punng,..or ringing 
of bells! The 'Apoftledayes, upon the 
very atcount; 7s znymerry © let Himſin 
Pſalmts, James 57135 Nay;1 hadalmoſt 
ſaid,is notſinging' of Pſalmes as good an 
exerciſe, *3fid* bicotnins Chriſtians , as. 
playing at Cafds, ke > les © T wondet 
how.ſome that quiarr Tp muchar' ſinz-. 
ing of Pſalmes, are yet'ſo deyout at theſe 
excrciſes.For my part,I am of the minde, 
Thar; ſinging .of Pſalmes ( as much as. 


© 
- 
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fome ſlight it now adaycs) is as in- 


| nocent, and . honeſt, and uſefull an 
| excrciſe, as playing at Cards : And 


why may we not ſing a Pſalme as 


| well as make vainand fooliſh paſtimes, 
| or uſe antick and apiſh toyings, which 


would offend any ſober and grave 
man to behold 2 Surely, if mging 
of ?P s be once out of faſhion, 


| I hope none of the other will be uſed 
| amongſt us, for theſe certainly are as 
|| good as the other, if I ſhould ſay 
|| no more of them. What, doth God 


neyer give us occaſion to ſing a Pſalm 


| of praiſe £ _ or have we never any 


hearts to do it 2 If ſo, we are the 
ſaddeſt Chriſtians that ever were, and 


\ I am confident, God neyer had ſuch 
| ſervants in former ages, as we arc. 
| Ir is well known, what Plinius Se- 
| eundus wrote unto Trajany Concerning 


Chriſtians ſinging of Pſaulmes in thole 


| dayes 3 as alſo what Terinllian in his 


Apology faith of their frugall ſupper 
md acing themſelves with Plmes: 


| We all know, what Fames ſaith, 
| Famts 5.13. 1s avy dfflited, let 


him 
r49 
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Foray s 1s any merry , let him fing Plalmes. 
mT AF ad fay "7 let us for fr 
when we are merry, as well as proy 
when we are ſorry. —_ ſomewhere, 
at ſome times, by our ſelves, or with 
others ; performe the duty , except we 
will lay afide praying alſo, I ſhall leave 
Ithat text of Fames with you, and in: 
treat you ſcriouſly to conitder, whether 
- muſt pray , we muſt not ſing 
Jallo, ; 


it 
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CT TOIENE 
Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes and! 
 Hymnes, and ſpirituall Songs, Sing- 
 zne, &ce 


N theſe words there are two main! 

things conſiderable, ( viF, ) the 
lawfulneſs and the aſefulneſs of ſinging! 
Pſalmes. We have done with the for-] 
mer , and now come'to the larer'Cw3F.) 
the uſefulneſs of ſinging, This I 
call the directive part, or DireQory, 


and in it we ſhall inquire into theſe] 


wo, particulars, ( viF, ) how we muſt 
ing,and why we muſt fing ; the Apoſtle 
ſhews both: We muſt png with the 
heart, or with gracein the heart ; and 


we muſt ſing to the Lord. Singing and 
making melody in your hearts to the Lords 
that is(ſay ſome)to the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


« 


' or 19 the Lord Fehovah, 1, e, to his praiſe| 


TTI>— Po_— O_o oo 


MY 


 whichis fung,? will þng with undertand- © | 
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i and glory 3 as itis faid of the 1/7 elites, 
| Pſilm 106. 12, They ſang it ang, 


Now this the Apoſtle calls for here, if 


# we would fing a Plalm as we ought, 'to 
| the praiſe of the Lord , to the glory bf 
f his great Name , we muſt do 1t;'in br 

with the heart. Goa #&© a Spirit , and 


will be worlbipped in ſpirit, John 4. 24 
He calls for the heart, My ſon, give me 
thy heart. So Chryſdſtome upon, this 
Text ,. Attending with under ſtanding. 
The meaning of the Apoſtle is clear;and 
unqueſtionable, That our ſinging of 
Pſalmes muſt not be a lip-labour, an out- 
ward bodily exerciſe ; it muſt not be the 
pleafing our {ves ori athers with the 
tune of a Pfalm, : that" is nor it which 
God looks for at our hands, but we muſt 
ſing as Mary did, Luke 1.46. My ſol doth 
marnifie the Lord, my" ſpirit rejpyceth in 
God my Sqviour, Bind, as David in the 
103 Pati, Blef7be Lordyo my fill, ad 
all that i wythih me, bleſs his Wn ly Name. 
T his is that which'the Apoſttehere calls 
for ; and it implics theſe two patticulars, 

1. A ſenſe and underſtanding of that 
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3ne, faith the Apoſtles 1 Cor.14,15. that * 
is,fo as I would be underſtood by others, } 
therefore by himſelf much more, Sng ye 
praiſes with underſtanding, Plal.q7. 7. 4 | 
blinde Sacrifice was an abomination to | 


the Lord. | 
' 3. It muſt be an inward feeling, and 
affection of the heart and ſpirit. So 
David in Pſalm 57.7. My heart is fixed, 
heart is fixed: or, my heart 2s pre- 


| | pared? or, my heart is di poſed. When 


a man's heart 1s filled with the Spirit, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks , when a mans heart 
is full of holy and heavenly thoughts, 
affections, and meditations, and ſo owt of 
the abundance of the heart the month 
ſpeaks , when the frame of a man's heart 
is ſutcable to the holy and fpirituall 


matter thar is ſung , this is ſinging in 
cart, to 


the heart , or with grace in the 


The Lord, who looks at the heart, and 
how a man is affeRed within. Certainly 


( as one ſayes ) grace in the heart is the 
beſt tune to any Pſalm; and withour this, 
the ſweeteſt beſt tun'd voice is but howl- 
ing and bawling inthe ears. of the Al- 
mighty. Yet do we not exclude the yoice 

rs as 


tne po. 2? A A ai with, fc wat AY nenp A & my an op Wn OG. ka. Fo cc... 


> 
Lo SA 4 


| fr gg Of OD 


| «Chriſtians Duty. 59 : 

in ſinging z David uſed ir, I will ſing, and 
1 give praiſe even with my glory; awake 
pſaltery and harp , I my ſelf will awake 


| early, Plal.57.8. and 108. 2. Awake wp 


| my glory, ſayes David; that was his 
{ tongue , called his glory , becauſe his 
rongue in ſinging was an excellent inſtru- 
{ ment of glorifying God. Nor do we ex- 
| clude all modulation or tuning of the 
| voice according to the lawes of Muſick, 
| provided there be no affeartion of it, ſo 
{ as our hearts be wholly raken up with it. 
| Provided allo, there be no empty tauto- 
{ logies or chanting over and over the 
| ſame things , toffing of the Word of 

God like a tennis- ball from one to the 
other, like that Cathedrall muſick in- 
| tended onely to pleaſe the eare , and no 

way ordered to the uſe of edifying in 
| grace and knowledg., But for the voyce 
in ſinging we plead, and alſo for finging 
with tunes, All the Plalmes were penned 
in Hebrew meeter, with the exateſt Art. 
that might be. They were penned (ſaith 
one)with exaZineſ5 and variety of Meeter, 
x. In ſuch verſes as are ſutable to the 
Poctry of the Hebrew Language,and not 
co | . -M 
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in the ſtile of ſuch other books of the 
_ Old: Teſtament as are nor poeticall. 
2. Many verſes together in 'ſeverall-of 
the Pſalmes do alſo run in rimes, as thoſe 


know, that underſtand the Hebrew ; and | 


as Buxterph (hews, The ſau. p. 629. But 


rhough we plead for finging with the | 


voice, yet our chiefeſt reſpet in that 


ſinging muſt be unto the heart and 


ſpirit, to the underſtanding, and to the 
AﬀeGQtion, and inward feeling of what 
is ſung; for this is to ſing with grace in 
the heart. EEERENT | 


Hence it: follows, that none can ſing * 


a Pſalm as he ought, 'but-he that hath 
grace inhis hearr', and is renewed in the 
ſpirit of his minde. None .could learn 
thar Song, Rev. 14. 3. but the hundred 
fourty and fonr thouſand, which were 1e- 
deemed from the earth'; which was onely 
the people of God who ſtood in oppo- 
fition to Antichriſt 5 and by their ſing- 


ing there,-is meant all ſpirituall Wor- 


ſhip perforttied by' Gods people to him. 
Ir is ſaid there, Nv "#111 conld learn'thir 
Song,but thoſe that were redeemed fromthe 

earth ; the Amtichriſtian earthly genera- 


> I. . - ye 


"ntowardneſs of their hearts Theſe 
W- ang 
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tion had no skill on the fpirituall Wor- 
ſhip and Service offered ro God in the 
true Chriſtian Church. Therefore the 
Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pjal.33.1. ( ſpeaking of 
this duty.) Rejoyce tn the Lord, O ye 


| righteous , for praiſe is comely for the 
| #prieht ; it is impoſſible for others to 


rcjoyce in the Lord. Onely Gods own 
people have an inward exyerimentalt * 
knowledg of the glorious Excellencies 
and Artributes of God (viF.)his Power, 
Wiſdome,goodneſs,8c. they onely have 
taſted how ſweet the Lord is in his promi- 


* | fes, and Providences : They know, and 


none but they, what the Offices of Chriſt 
are, in the power, fruit, and benefit of 


| them. They know, what it is to be re- 


deemed from the earth, and from death, 
and from the nethermoſt hell. They one- 
ly have experience of the mercy and lo- 
ving kindeneſs of the Lord, ſupporting, 
{upplying them, and ordering all for 


| 'good to them. And they alone 'have a 


lively feeling of their infirmiries,figh and, 
groan under the burden of their corrvptj- - 
ons;are troubled forthe indiſpoſition and 
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and ſuch as theſe , who are ſo inſpired} 
and affefted , can ſing David's Pſalmes| 


with David's ſpirit. Others may in 
more pleafingly to the car, but thele 


alone make mclody in the eares of the 


Lord, who looks at the hearr. 

2.That's it we deſire to be ſatisfied in, 
How we may ſinz Davids Pſalmes with 
Davids ſpirit. . 

A. It is commonly, truly,and piouſly 
faid, We muſt ſing Davids Pſalmes with 
Davids ſpirit , though there is no Text 
in the Bible, to my remembrance, that 
hath thoſe very words ; but ſome ſpeak 
ſomewhat to this effet, as Col. 3. 16. 
we muſt ſing with grace in our hearts, 
that is as much as if he ſhould have ſaid, 
Sing Davids P[almes with Davids ſpirit. 

2, We grant, itis impoſlible for any 
to ſing Plalmes ſo, but one that is a new 
creature, renewed in the ſpirit of his 
minde, as David was. 


and 
m_ 


= » kk, wo r25 an © 


3. We fay in the general, to fing | 


Davids Pſalmes with Davids ſpirit, er 10 
ſing with grace in our hearts unto the Lord, 
there muſt be not onely an habituall, bur 
an aQtuall diſpoſedneſs : as when a _ 
' 1ets 


ed! 


Yes | 


4 
f 


hes 


th 
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I (ets upon any dnty, he muſt ſtir up the 
race that is in him ; ſo it is not enough 
in ſinging Pſalmes, to have an habir of 
race, but we muſt ſtir up, and at the 
eifts and graces of God within us. Here 
then this ſhall be the great queſtion, How 
our ſpirits ought to be diſpoſed when we 
are tO ſing,that we may ſo do it,as to give 
God the glory, and gain benefit to our 
own ſoules? Or, ( which is all own) 
how we may ſing David's Pſalmes with 
David's ſpirit * Or, how we may ſing 
with grace in our hearts unto the Lord * 
which is the DoQtine in the Text. 

Now here I meet with that which is 
a very great ſcruple, and I beleeve hath 
taken and kept off many from ſinging of 
Pſalmes. They know not how to accom- 
modate paſlages in them; eirher thoſe 
paſſages are no way ſutable to their con- 
ditions;or,their affeRtions many times are 


$. not ſutable to thole paſſages : and hence 
| they conclude, they cannot ſing them 


ſo as to praiſe or pleaſe God in them, 
and therefore reſolve not to ſing ar all. 
Further, when they ſay, we muſt /i»g 
David's Pſalmes with David's ſpirit( if I 
miſtakg 
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miſtake not) their meaning is, we muſt 
be in every reſpect, like David, and in 
the very- ſame caſe that he was when heÞÞ! 
{ung theſe Pſalmes to the Lord, As forfar 
inſtance, the ſixth Pialme was penned byſſtl 
David, when he was, or had been ſick, Nil 
therefore we canno: ſing this Palme] U 
when we are well,and in good health, y' 
SO we cannot ligg the fifty one pſalme, Þ| ſc 
becauſe. ({ as we hope ) many of us Jal 
have not committed ſuch foul ſinnis & 4) 
as David had, wit. Adultery, ard 
murder. SO.many of us have nor 
had occaſion to fly out of our Coun-'FP 
try as David had, upon which, oc- 
caſion he penned ſome of his ſalmes, | G 
as Pſal. 52.54. 55+ 56. 57. 120.607. 
So many .of us have not a houſe ro | 
dedigare or purifie ,; as David had, | 4 
when he penned the thirtieth Pſalme, 
and therefore we may not ſing that 
Pſalm. To conclude , we muſt be in I}. 
the ſame condition in every reſpe&, 
as David was , when he penned thoſe I 
Pſalmes , or elſe, it is impoſſible to fing | 
them as David did ; that is, ro ſing Da- | 
vids P ſalmes with Davids ſpirit. = 
iS 
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This is that which many obje&, and 
ſcruple much ar it z and yet it is nothing 


J but 2 eroſs miſtake of the Nature, Ule, 


and End of th s Dury of ſinging Pſalmss 3 
therefore to reCtifie it. I ſhall not onely 
ſhew you, wha: is che Nature, End, and 
Ule of ſwging Pſaimes, bur I ſhall give 
you ſome direCtions whereby you may 
ſee, how all and every of thoſe Pſalmes, 


| and the ſeverall paſlages in them may be 
| applied to us for our uſe 5 and how we 
{ may fing them fo, as to glorifie God, 


and to edifie our own ſoules ; alwaycs 


provided , that we have grace in our 


hearts, and that we ſtir up the grace of 
God that is in us. 

The Pſalmes of David, 4ſaph, &Cc. 
were wricten, as far as I underſtand. for 
a threefold.end ortule, v7, 

1. For Inſtraction, 

2, For Admonition.” 

' 3. For Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 


| © - Which you may, if you pleaſe, reduce 


r0'theſe- tiva; v7, Glorifying God, Edi- 
fying-our ſelves. 
. Firſt, InftruRion or Teaching. 

-. Secondly, Admonition or Reproof. 
” Thirdly 


F 
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* Thirdly, Thankſgiving, and praiſingf 
che Lord. | 
Look into Col, 3. 16. Teaching and[ 
admoniſhing your ſelves in Pſalmes, 8c. 
there you have the ends of ſinging of 
Pſalmes, and ſpeaking to your ſelves in 
P/almes, &c. as the words arc in the 


Text. And though theſe three ends be 


diſtin, yet I would not have you un: 
derſtand me fo, as if they were alwayes 
divided : For even thoſe Plalmes that 
arc for Inſtruftion, and Admonition,are 
alſo for Praiſe and Thankſgiving. Prai- 
ſing .God, or giving thanks unto th 
Lord, and the gloritying of Gods great 
Name, is the end of all {inging, as it is 
the end of all Duties. And though we 
diſtinguiſh praiſing of God from petiti- 
oning, yet I hope you think , that even 
our petitioning and begging of God thoſe 
things we need, is a glorifying God, 
and a praiſing his Name becauſe there-| - 
in we acknowledge God is the God of” 
all our mercies and comforts, with whom 
is the well of life, and from whom is| 
all our cxpetation, So when we pray | 
to God , we do praiſe hims ſo _ we | 
hear] 
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hear the Word ,: we do praiſe and glo- 
rifie God becauſe therein we acknowledge 
1- God onely to be our King , our Judge, 
and Law-piver, profeſs our ſelves his  - 
ſervants, and whatſoever he commands 
us we will do : and thus in all duties we 
praiſe and glorific God. For all the duties 
we do, are paying of our Hemage, or 
acknowledging of our Fealty to God. 
And thoſe that know not this, know not 
nach what they do when they go about any 
ret Duty. Therefore I ſay, if a Pſalm be 
2ief for Inſtrution or Admonition, yet 
hel notwithſtanding it is to praiſe the 
ar} Lord with, So we ſuppoſe there be 
is | ſome Pſalmes that are Pſalmes meerly 
wel for Inſtruction , DoQrinall Pſalmes, 
ti. yet we may. ling them and others; not 
onely for our Admonition and Inſtru- 
ef tion , but to praiſe the, Lord; "as 
g | in Pſal. 106. 12. Iſrael ( is is faid ) 
"| ſang his praiſe. Theſe things premi- 
of {ed ,” we ſhall now reſolve the: Caſcin 
a. TEE: © oe 
Thefirſt Endor I» Firſt, thenI ſay, one - 
Uſe of finging * main End of ſinging Pſalmes 
is our Inſtrution and Ag monition, when 
we 


: 
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we in ſinging have ſweet meditations if 
ypon that heayenly matter that is ſung. 

hat is (I ſay again) one main end of 
ſinging Plalmes, wiJ., Teaching aud 4d- 1 
moniſhing our ſelves in Pſalmes,Col. 3.16. þ 
For when we are ſinging a Plalm of In- © 
ſtruion, we are thereby admoniſhed of 7? 
our cyills , and alſp taught, what is our } 
duty. Befides which place, I urge the j 
Title of ſome of David's P/ulmes, 5 
Maſchil of David, Pſal.142, 60. 32, 42, i 
45 +53z55,56,74. &c, Thatis, 4 Pſaby || 


$. 


. of David to give Tnſtruttion. So Funiug \\ 
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_ 


and Tremellivs do alwayes (if I do nor. |! 
wrong them ) render it, A ſong #0 teach | 
They are. Plalmes eſpecially to teach, | 
and to give Inſtruction, But fycther, if 
| there were nottung elſe , yet this alſo 
were an argument ſufheicnt to ſhew that | 
teaching and admoniſhing is one end of | 
our {1nging Pſalmes ; namely, that ſome } 
Plalmes are mecrly Doringll, and you 
havengtany formal cxpreſſion of prayer.| 
or praiſe in themz in many of the 
| ws indeed there be moſt heayenly 
atheticali formes of praiſe ang prayer : 
bur ſos Lalmes are meerly Doctrinall, 
as 


nd 


»- 
- 
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# as the firſt Plalan ;, there is no one form 
3 of prayer, or of praiſe in it but the 
whole Pſalm, if you mark it, is nothing 
elſe bur a do@rinall deſcriprion of the 
! different and contrary eſtate of the godly 
Z and wicked in this life, and in the life to 
3 comes as wer. I. Bleſſed is the man that 
walketh not in the counſel of the ungodly, 
nar ſtandeth tn the way of ſinners, nor fit* 
eeth in the ſeat of the ſcornefull ; but his 
delight is in the t aw of the Lord, ec. He 
ſhall be like @ tree planted by the rivers of 
waters, his leaf ſhall not wiuher, and what- 
-ſoever he doth ſhall proſper. But the un- 
godly are not ſo,but are like chaff, &c. the * 
ungodly ſhall not fland in the judgment, 
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Here is no formal! expreſſion of praiſe or 
prayer,though the Prophet penned and 
# ſung ir to the praiſe of God. So the ſe- 
cond Plalm-is a Pſalm of Inſtruction and 
| Admonition, but there are no formes of 
prayer or praiſe, unleſs you reckon that 
for one, vi{. Ark of me, and 1 ſhall give 
thee the heathen for thine Tnheritance, and 
"|| the aitermoſt parts of the earth for thy 
| Po{eſ5ion, Now the on of that pſalm 
LEE, E 2 =” 


eh Met, lt Do. Ms a » WY 0. & WW 9 3 Py S 'yY PFs 


—_ 


Pl 
ea bv | 
| 2 IDE. 


| and the way of the unzodly ſhall periſh, &r6. 
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13 briefly this, T he peremptory decree and} 
purpoſe of God to ſet np the Kingdoms 
of Chriſt in ſpite of the world, the vanity | 
of all mens devices in oppoſition to it,the 
miſerable confuſion of all Chriſts ene-Y ; 
mics and oppoſers, and the bleſſed} 
condition of ſuch as ſubmit themſelves! 
to him. | Now theſe Pſalmes being} 
merely doctrinall, and having' nothing 
_ butInſtruction and Admonition in them, 
and being ſung as well as others to thef] x 
ptaiſe of God ; hence (1 ſay ) one end 
of our 1inging them, is to learn the 
Doctrine of them, that it 'may be im-Þi 
printed upon our ſpirits, or a ſweet me- 
ditation in our hearts upon that heavenlyÞ] 
doctrine contained in thoſe Plalmes, to 
imprint it upon our mindes and memo- 
ries, that we may be the more affeted 
with it. Some Pſalmes are mixed, and 
but in part dodtinall, as Pſal.33.and 34. 
The Angell o the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him. The Lions ſhall 
lack and ſuffer hunger, but thoſe that ſeek 
. $he Lord ſhall not want any good thing,&c. 
T hele are dotrines of Gods providence 
pad carc over his people z and pRomuey 
WOT 
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E work of our hearts and ſpirits, in ſinging 
1: Frheſe and ſuch like paſſages,is tomedirate 
yJupon thoſe DoQtines 3 and in fo 
1cY doing, 'we give glory to God, teaching 
e-Y and admoniſhing our ſelves in a Pſalm, 
CJ Col.3.16. : 
SH  ObjedF. But we may as well read them, 
gJ and fo meditate on them for our Inſtru- 
23 tion, Therefore there is no-neceſfity 
n,Jthat we ſhould fing Pſalmes for that 
16] realon, 

das Sol. I deny not, but we ought to read 
1c the Pſalmes as any other Scriptures, and 
1-Fin:and after our reading; to meditate. 
e-| upon them. In commending'of finging, 
y81 do not cry down reading 7 dne good 
off duty ſhould not ſhut out another. - -So 
)-f becauſe we read the Pſalmes, and me- 
df] ditate. on them, it doth not follow, that 
df] therefore we thould not fing the Pſalmes 
4. | and meditate-on them. 66+. hi 

al 2. In ſinging there is a more diſtin, 
{J-ctrled,and fixed meditation of the hearr, 
kf than there can be in reading , therefore 
David im the '104 Palme, * inſiſting 
upon the power and Proytdences 
of God in making and povern- 


D 3 _ ing 
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ing the world, he draws toacloſe of it # 


in the 34 Verſe, profeſling his joy in the 


Lord, from the conlideration of Gods | 
power and providence, 7 will ſing unto | - 
praiſe to my God, while I have my being © | 
the Lord as long as I live, I will ſing | 


Why ? Unis God that made me, that 


made all the world , that maintains 

foul in life. And then he adds, My me- 
ditation of him ſhall be ſivcet, and1 will 
be glad in the Lord. David would not 
onely ſpeak of the works of Gods power, 
and Providence, but he would fing of | 
them, that his medit ations might be ſweets. 
Therefore, though we read the Plalmes, 
yet we ought alſo to fing them fome- 
times, becauſe tFere is more ſweetneſs 
of meditation in ſinging, than in reading 
or the bare reciting ot them. In fing- | 
ing there is a dilating of the found, and 
a drawing out of the voice which gives 
us more time for the fixing of our 
hearts upon that which is ſung, in a 
more ſiveet meditation of the goodneſs 
or power of God, or whatſoever the 


Therefore 


1% 
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Thercfore the Mercies of the Lord, 


J and the great things that God hath 
# done in the world, have been commes- 


morated with finging. The people of 


© # God did not think it enough to ſay what 
$ God had done for them, bur they did 
T fing it, that they might medirate the 
J more upon the goodneſs of God, and 
| be the more affected with it. 


3. It is not enough for us to meditate, 
as David intimates in that place , but 
we muſt have ſweet meditations of him, 


| that we may be glad in the Lord, 7 will 


be glad in the Lord. When we ſing, there 
is a more than ordinary raiſing or lifring 
up of our foules, and fo farre more 


ſweetneſs in meditation on what is fung, _ 
thaw what is barely ſaid: The foule(T. 


| ay} in finging is as it were, clevared 


and raifed, 4nd ſo comes ro be mcre . 
raviſhe with admiration of what God 
hath done. 

Let them who have had experience 
of communion with God in this duty 
ſpeak , whether ghey have not found 2 
oreat raifing of their hearts'm ir ? whe- 
ther they have not Þecn rapt and:raviſh-! 

D- 4, cd, 


74 Singing of P[almes 
ed, 2s it were, with the . conſideration | 
of Gods goodneſs in his Promiſes, and. þ 
the works of his ſpiritual]. and gracious 
Providences. I ſay not, that meditation 
is all the end of ſinginz Pſalmes, but 
ehis is one chict end. 

0bj.Therefore if you ſay,why may we 
not. read and meditate without more 
ado? q | 
Anſ. 1 anſwer,we'may, and muſt read; 
Bur why not the other alſo © ſince itis. 


|| more ulefull, and helps to more ſweet- 


neſs.in meditation. A man may pray in 
his heart withourt moving bis lips, as 
Hanna did : 'but thou ſhalt finde it a 
quickening in prayer, if thou uſe thy 
rongue alſo; the yoice 1s a great matter 
ro _quicken vs in prayer ., and to keep. 
our hearts in order. Therefore,as I would 
have men pray in ſecret, ſo ( wereT to 
adyiſethem) I would have them uſe their 
voice too; provided alwayes, it be not 
to be heard of men.onely. So here alſo 
whereas men ſay, we may read a Pfalme, 
as well as ſing it. I anſwer, Singing 
will affet us more than reading , as 
praying with the voice doth afte& us 

_ more | 
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ore than when we pray, and do nor uſe” 
our: tongues 4 you ſhall-finde,your' hearrs 
il be more apt to wander, 4 you do 
Dt uſe your voice, than they will be if 
you dos 0 | 
Therefore as we ſhould uſe our voice 


Fe help us im prayer, {o why ſhould we 


not lift up the yayce' in finging, that we 
may be helped alſo in our meditation, 
even with enlargement; and'raviſhmenr 


Fof ſpirit. -Queſtionleſs the lifting up of 


the. voyce is a great 'help- to inlarge 
the-heart whten it is well affeRed: 
- Now when people complain, and ſay, 
their hearts: are net ſuteable to. ſuch and: | 
ſuch paſſages in the Pſalmes,. northoſe- 
paſſages totheirhearts :- * > 

_ FHſzy;” That: there is no-paſſage i all. . 
David's 'Plalmes,- bur thou mayeſt ac- 


commodate it, if no otherwiſe, yet in- 


this way,viI;by a ſweet meditation upon: 
It. And 1-would'fain know where that 
paſſage is, that a gracious ſpirit may not 
have ſweer meditation upon: it's ſurely: 
thou haſta very ungracious heart, if thou- 
canſt not do this. If there be ſuch aPſalm,. 
er ſuch paſſage of a Plalm:,. as thou: = 
* thinkeſt;. _ 
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thinkeſt thou. canſt no way bring it to | 


# 


thy condition, yet ( I ſay thou maieſt 


bring thy heart tothat Plalm, or to that | 


paſſage, by a ſweet meditation upon it. 
And I would fain know where that good 
Chriſtian is , that will deny it to be his 


duty to have: {weet meditagions: upon: 


% 


David's Plalines.or any pallage in them. 


Is there, { think you ) any paſſage in | 
David's Planes, that a Chriſtian may | 


not meditate upon, and {þ takocomfort 
in God, and bis, word 2, 1 


- 


the Hiſtorical Plalmes,. .and thoſe pal 


= 


"IF. 
Sf 
£ 

4 

4. 


_-. 
” 
*2 


- 
- 
£4 
| 
| 
3 
4 
T 
%3 


V; 


4 


: 
4 
4 


"* 
E 
E'y 
3 


C 
{3 
; 
243 
[ 


4iY« 


fages in them that have reſpeR to other 


men, and other times. 


; 
; 


As. near as I can, I ſhallinſtance.iin | 
lome of all kindes;; .ſome-Pſalmes are | 
onely Doctririall, ſome are onely Hiſto-" | 


rical}, as the 78 Pſalm, the 205 / and | 
106. Pſalm, &c. For: the xo5- and | 


- 206 Pſalmes., there are theſe /palages 


_ in thew, How God fed his people with | 


Manna or bread from heaven, how he 


divided the Sea , how he drowned Pha-': | 


7a0h and his hoſt, alſoa relation of the 
{cyerall plagues which God fent upon 
| Eg)pt 
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3 Fyyps, and the like, . which I'n:ed'not:-. - 
/ repeat. Beloved, is. not this matter of 


meditation to us Chziſtians. 2 If thou. 
this is the Plalm thats to be ſung, P/al.. 
105. .0r 106, ' 

Firſt thow maiſt apply.this to thy caſe 
thus, to have ſweet meditations on the 
matter of Fa&, the great things that- 
God did for the preſervation of his 
people by the deſtruction of: his cne-- 
mies z. and if thou canſt ſweetly meditate: 


| haſta gracious frames Spirit, ſuppoſe - 


upon that , thou haſt'a-word of Inſtru- 
* ion, a word of conſolation, and a word: 


of Admonition. 

.. 1, A word:of Inſtruction, to: teach 
thee the care-that God hath: had: of: his 
peopk inall Ages. 

- 2. A; word of conſolation to thew- 
how God will deliver his: pcople,. 
and provige for them. in. their greateſt: 
extremines.. Ct 1.8 

.3- A. word: of admonition,, to take: 


| heed: how thou vex. and perſecute. the 


people of God',. as. Pharoh did , leſt: 


- God bring deſtruction: upon. thee, as-he 
| duncan AMIDE hs 


M.. 3 
_ Now: 
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Now is this nothing to thee 2 you 
read theſe Pſalmes , and you think you || {j 
read them with profit, and why may you C 
not ſing them with profit, by a ſweet | d( 
meditation upon the matter, for your | ol 
Admonition,conſolation, Inſtruction, ac- | y, 
cording as 'the matter is >-We read the | T 
Hiſtory of the Bible for our learning, | bt 
that we through patience and comfort | it 
of'the-Scripture' might have hope, not | ti 
thinking, 'that what--is related concern: | ar 
ing them onely who lived in thoſe times, | tf 
But .what God did then, he doth now, p 

the -people of God are as they were | 
then-, have the ſame affictions, and | al 
temptations, are in the ſame conditions, | fr 
hated>and perſecuted - in the world, and |» 
kave the ſame experience of Gods | 
Goodneſs. Thercfore it is a wicked-ig- | L 
norance to ſay, that many paſflages 'in | A 
{ the Pſalmes.'do. not concern uy! Al | as 
things that were written, were "written fox | G 
our learning , "that we might have com- | bt 
fort and hope. God ſaid to Foſhua, 1 will | hr 
never leave thee nor forſake thee; And | a 
the Apoſtle applies it, Hebr. 13.5, to |tt 
evcry Chriſtian. When God fpeaks to | L 
PS Foſhus, | 
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Foſhua , 1 will never leave thee, God 
ſpeaks it to thee, -and me, and eyery 
hriftian in the world. and when God 
deſtroyed Pharaoh, it aſſures the people 
of God.,that God will deftroy all thePha- 
raohs in'the world as well as he did him); 
| There is nothing therefore in Scripture 
| but doth concern thee and me as much as 
| it concerned the people of God inthoſe 
times z and every Chriſtian that hath wit 
and grace' may accommodate them for. 
| the edification of his own foul. If God _ 
| | provided for them} and fed' them with. 
{ nee from heaven , God will provide 
alſo for thee; and feed thee with, hread 
- | from heaven, if there be cauſe. So in D4- 
| vids time it was faid, The Lioews ſhall lack 
and ſuffer hunger, but they hers or the 
| | Lord Jball not want any good thing. 
| And doth not this concern us as much 
| | as David, and others of the people of _ 
| | God: then 2-'It was ſo then, andir ſhaft | 
| | be fo now:;/The'Lions ſhall Tack "and ſuffer 
| hunger, But thoſe that fear the Lord ſhall 
lack no good thing, Theſe things 
therefore were 'all recorded for our 


Suppole . 
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- Suppoſe again you ſing that 105 | 
Pſalm: all ales there 1s work for thy 
faiths if thou have faith in thy | 
heart (I lay) there is matter for thy 
| faithto work upon: all the providences 
| of God there, arc as ſo many props to 
| keep thy heartin aſſurance that God will 
protect and defend thee, and provide 
for thee, as ever he did for his people in. | 
thoſe times. What is that Scripture 
therefore ,, that doth nog concern any | 
childe of God 2 So in the 105 Pſalm 
Foſeph was put in the ſtocks, 4nd the 
ron entred into his ſoul, ill the tire thats 
his word came, the word of the Lord 
tried him : Doth this concern Foſeph 
"_ 7 cEan'y it congerny us-as: much 
as. Fofep, It Was penned: Many. yGars: 
after Foſeph was dead and may $28 gr 
cancerns us ſtill to think and meditate of 
the wonderfull providences of God, how 
his children are brought down,as Foſeph 
was,\cven into'the priſon, and- into the * 
ſtocks 3 and how by abaſing them, God 
makes way to honour and advance thems- 
and how,. by unlikely means: he brings 
about great things 3. are not thele _ 
| | Wort. 
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I yorth meditation? how God doth-r1 
] andexerciſe his people with heavy affli- 
| &ions, and yet when he hath laid them 


low, he raiſcs them up again, as hedid 

Foſeph © Os 
You have the Iſraelites murmuring 

and repining againſt the Lord ; and what 


| doth this concernsus, will you fay 2 I fay 
| very much, becaafſe we have the fame 


ſpirit hafting 10:evil as they-had,the ſame 
ſpirtt of pride, and hypocriffe, and infide- 
lity, in us a3-was iſi ther. Now then we 


| raay megitateupon theſe paſſages, and 
Y- reflect 


upon our own hypocrifie and infi- 
delity, and diſtruft of Gods providences 
and withall,eake notice how the infidefiry 


faithiulnefle of God, but he is gracious 
to his people for: his: prothife fake, not- 
withtanding theit daply infirmities. 
'For the 137 Palm, By the waters of 
Babylon we fate down; Sec. It yicds 


-Þ matter. 6fiſwect medivation'ts this-piit- © 


poſe, how God many times expoſes his 
people'ro be'perfecured , afflited ,- and 
then abfo-to be mocked and flouted roo.. 
It is an Admonition to ps,tliat'we are no 
bLGH more 
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more: aftcQed : with! the calamities and: | 
ſufferings of the Church of God-; and: | 
that we- 'muſt | not rejoyce and make- 
merry at \uch times as the people of God 
are afflited. Ir inſtructs us alſo, that. 
the peace and proſperity, of the Church 
of God. is: to: be - preferred ; above all: 
worldly comforts whatſoever. And: 
now I would knowyYhat Pfalm, or paſ- 
ſage in any Pſalm doth not miniſter 
matter - of - ſweet --meditation-: for. our - 
admonition, inſtruction, or:confolation.: 
Therefore when ſome cry oue, ' Whar is: 
this or that to them - it doth not con- 
cern them , nor can they accommodate - 
or- apply ir; to themſclyes ; I ask: 
what's. the \matter they -cannot'2- or 
 where- lies the! fault 2 Is it not: inthe 
deadneſs and barrenneſs- of : 'their own: 
hearts, who can let paſs ſuch precious 
matter, without due- meditation'onit * 
. Obj.. That, -meditation; you ſpeak; of: | ! 
may. be as well in- reading ' as /infinging:! 
the, 'Plalmes, >;;0o en fs nf if 
. Sel. I denied. that; before, and: ſay: 
again, Thar, their is a great advantage 
to mcditation in finging of a Pſalm, * 
Lo | more. f|- 
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4 more then their is in the reading.it,both 
7 co affc the heart, - and raiſe it up,: and. 
alſo: to make. an impreſſion of: what is: 
ſang upon our ſoules. All Scripture is 
equall as to the Authority, and to the 
matter too, if it be abſolutely confidered, 

: || yetin reſpec to our conſolation or dire- 
': | ion, ſome parts of it. may be preferred 
.. | before others: So the book of Pſalmes is 
a little Bible, or ( if I may (o call ir) the 

| Bible of the Bible ; as one ſtar diffcreth 
:: |} from another in glory , ſo may we ſay of 
;: | the Scriptures, ſome parts of it are more 
Þ& excellent,in reſpe of our neceſſities,than' 
others, and yet all are excellent, and uſe- 
full,and of divine Authority:ſo I may ſay 
of {inging and reading the Plalmes, both 

-{ Þ arc ain it will not follow,but ſing- 
-: | ing at ſome times mav be moreuſcfull for 
-- | ſome purpoſes. As for inftances it is more 
| uſcfull(asThave ſhew'd)for ſweet rejoicing | 

? | in GodGzhis word with gladneſs of heart. 
By this time (ſomewhat I hope ) hath 
been ſaid towards the ſatisfying ' of 
thoſe that pretend, they know ' nor 
: | how to apply many paſlages in David's 
| Pſalmes. I ſay again, if there were - 
| other 
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other way of applying them, they tay 
_ do it this way, viF. by a ſweer medita- 


tion en them, 6r by exerciſing their | 
hearts with holy delight and rejoycing 


_ 
* 


in meditating oh Gods word.” I ſay nor, 


this is the onely way of accommodating | 


them, bur this is one,2nd I think,a g 


one t0oy there being no paſſage in any |} 


Plalme, but may be applied and made 
uſe of this way. I cannot but remember 


you what a reverend man now alive, ſaith - 


in this caſe : 


&© Tis ignorance of « man's ſelf, and | 
* rhe wayes of God to think any. Pſalm 


” is unſurcable to any mans condition, if 


"he be a good Chriftian eſpecially. | 


” Some Pſalmes ſet forth the Attributes, 
" Excellencies and Works of Ged and 
” his Chriſt. Thefe miniſter occaſion of 
* reverence, bleſſing, praiſing, admiring, 
** and adoring God. Some {ct forth the 


the Eſtate and wayes of the Church: | 


” and people of god ; fone their miſcries, 
” calamities, ſorrows, and ſufferings 


” theſe offee to us matter of compaF- 
” ſion, InftruRion, imitation : forme fer 
” forth the cſtate and wayes of wicked 


** men 
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"men; and in theſe we have a word of 
4- | © admonition, ſome are excellent to cx- 
ir | * preſs our own affeions, affiitions, 
o | ſufferings, comforts, and then a man is 
r, | * turrihe with matter and words to pre- - 
pg | * ſent his own condition before the Lord. 
| Ir is a great miſtake to think, I may 
y | not fing a Pſalm, becauſe it exprefleth 
e | not my condition. or affection : ſay, it 
r | doth not, as for inſtance, Thou arc not 
h . | fick, or ſenſible of Gods wrath,as David 
| was, when he penned the fixth Pſalm g 
{ | or thou haſt not committed adultery 
1 | and&murther, as David had done whets 
F | he penned the one and fiftieth Pſglnr5/or 
| thou haſt not a houſe to dedicate, as he 
had,when he penned the thirticth Pſalm 
or thou art noxput to it as he was when 
he changed his behaviour before Abiz9e- 
lech,and thenafterwards penned the thir- 
ty fourth Pſalm : what rhen 4 Wilt thou 
not therefore fing theſe Plalmes, or doſt 
| thou think, they do not concern thee 2 
Thou mayſt as well forbear to read them. 
upon the fame grounds z yea,thou mayeſt 
as well forbear to read ſome parts of 
' Fant's Epiſtles, becauſe thou never tra- 
| velledſt 
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velledſt in Af, or hadſt to do with 
Alexander the Copperſmith, or foughtſt 
with beaſts at Epheſus, or kfrteſt a cloak 


at Troas, as Pank did. There's no neceſ- | 


ſity, when we read thoſe Scriptures, that 
we ſhould: be in every reſpect as Paul was 
that penned them , we read them to learn 
out of them: what the' holy Ghoſt hath 
recorded for our. learning ; and ſo we 
{ing the Pſalmes, that do nor ſet forth 
our conditions in particular for our in- 
ſtruſtion , admonition , conſolation , 
there being no Pſalm:, or part: of a 
Pſalm, that hath not ſomewhat for our 
M_E; 46 7 | 
- This may ſerve to ſatisfie them who 
are afraid they lic in 1ingingthoſe paſ- 
ſages. of the Pſalmes , which - do nor 
expreſs their condition in particular. '* - 

_ Itis nolic ina godly mans 'mourth to 
fing this. paſſage in the/fixth Palm, 
Tam weary with my groaning , all the 


night make I my bed to ſwim , 8&c. Ifit Þ 


be a lie to ſing, it is as much a lie to. ſay 
It, and then we muſt not read that pſalm 

for fear of lying. But we-fing it, as'we 
read it, for the good dofrine that'may 


be | 
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canſt- not intcvery reſpeRt ſay 
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be learnt from it, wit, Thar aka God ; 


rebukes *and chaſtens in diſpleaſure, no 
orſoul is able. to: abide its T hat-the 
ence of Gods:wrath is more: grievous t6 


} be born than any. other - burden what- 
ſoever z That in our repentance and turn- 


ing to God ,. there: ought to be' very 
oreat ſorrow, ariſing from the ſence' of 
Gods wrath due to ſin, *and-that our 
ſorrow for fin ought to be the greateſt 
of all other, 8c. As for that place, Pſa. 
6.6, the expreſſion is (as-Itake it Y hy- 
perbolicall, and intended - to expreſs 
what heat there is in the fire of Gods 
wrath, ſuch, and - ſo great, as it even 
melted David into tears: He was ex-= 


ceedingly grieved, and wept'abundantly, 


and:ſo do many of Gods ſervants'many 
times, and therefore may'fay, as David 
did, We make oar beds to'ſwins, 8c. Or, 
ſay it:was the greatneſs of his bodily af- 
Miction that made him'to weep ſo abun- 


+ dantly and Ty porn may leatn 


ſomething from it;zas'I ſhewed'even now: 
ſure all Scripture 4s writtex(as the Apoſtle 
ſaith} Rom.15.4-) for our learning, Thou 
as Pan), 
2 Tim. 
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2 Tim.4.8. 1 amready tobe offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand &c. 
And yet thou thinkeſt it not alic jo thy 
| —_— to recite thoſe words when' thou 
readeſt that Chapter. Few Chriſtians (I 

( fear ) are come lo faras to ſay with the 
Apoſtle, Phil. 1. 23. 1 am willing to 
depart. awd to be with Chriſt, &c. yer 
any Chriftian may read that paſſage 
without danger of lying ( as I _—_ 
Sure I am, there's matter of conſolation 
and inftruQion in it to every Chriſilar. 
Say thy heart falls ſhore of that ardent 
loye to God and his law which David 
expreficth, P/al. 119. yet itisno more 
lie to fing than to read that Pſalme, 
ſpecially ff thau have a gracious heart, 
thhangh thay haſt not attained that 
meaſure and of love to Gods Law 
25 David had.Ney, thou haſt no 
loye to Gods Law art all, yet thou haft | 
there a word of admonition and Inftructi- [4 
on, teaching thee what thou thouldft do z |f 
2nd thou mayeſt take occaſion to lament tt 
and bewail the untowardlineſs of thine |'© 
own heart, that when David loved Gods |! 
Law ſo cxcecdingly, Thou ha no love 
or liking to it, _Tconfels | 
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1 1confels we mult be in ſomereſpes 
| 5 David was when he penacd thoſe 
7 | 2 lalmes ; that is, in the ſtate of grace 
1 | If we will ſing them right , and as; we 
1 | ought. Bur its no lie co fing them howe 
e || ever 5 for if it be, then itis alleto fay, 
, | anda licto read them; and fo you muſt 
e || not. read the fixth Pſalm, it yon do not 
e| > your couch with your tears, as David 
Id, | 
) Now I ay, for a concluſion, Suppoſe 
. | there be ſome paſlages we cannot make 
£ | our own by ufing them for our ſelves, 
4 $and in our own names, as Pavid did; yer 
e | we may make chem our own by a fiveet 
. | meditation on them for our benefit and 
| edification, and by uſing them alſo ( as 
© [one faith well Yfor, and in the behalf 
x | of others that are of the ſame myſticall 
o [body with aur ſelves, that fo we 
& [may rejoyce with them that rejoyce, 
i. [and weep with: thoſe that weep, as 
4 Gaith he ) there is ſcarce any pattage of 
at [ihe Pſalmes, but it eicher concerns our 
xe [{cIves, or ſome other of the Church 
of God, who at this day are, or may 
be in the fame, or in the like caſe, and 
. condition 
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* condition as David or the Church of 
God. was then ; whom we are to-remem- 
ber as if we were in bonds with them, 
or to bleſs God for, as if we were in like 
| proſperity with them. X 
He that reads the Scriptures, or fings 
2 Pſalm, or doth any duty without reve- 
rence,attention;good affeion, and ſome 
good uſe made of the ſame, he takes Gods 
Name in yain. 

This is granted. But to ſay, as ſome 
do,that others ly in ſinging ſuch Pſalms, 
as do not expreſs their own conditions 
in every particular, is ( as far as I under- 
ſtand )) a belying or ſlandering. them ; 
and, I wiſh they may well conſider ir, for 
(as I have ſaid ) a wicked man lies as 
much in reading as in ſinging of a Pſalm, 
though indeed it be not lying, but re- 
porting or reciting what God hath re- 
vealed in his word for Admonition and 
Inſtruction to all mea. You have now 
ſeen one end and uſe of ſinging plalmes 5 
"and if there were no more, I conceive. it 
is well worth the while, | 
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Epheſ. 5. 19. 


nell Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes and 
ds Hymnes , and ſpirituall Songs, 


TO Singing, &C. 
s,| | Have ſhewed it to be a Chriſtians 
ns duty te ſing David's Plalmes ,”an- 


r-Cfwering many objections by the way, 
1:1 and acquainting you how a gracious 
or| ſpirit may apply and make uſe of every 
2s] paſſage in them. I ſhall now proceed co 
n, | ſhew how Chriſtians may apply ſome: 
e-| paſſages in particular to their own caſes. 
e-| Onely let me firſt anſwer a ſcruple or 
d | two, which ſome have, in regard of ſome 
w\ paſſages in David's Pſalmes. 

++ Obj. I cannot ſing the 131 Pſalm, 
ir | will ſome one ſay, for I finde much pride 
and haughtineſs in my heart, how then 
ſhould I ſing, Mie heart is not haughty, 
nor mine eyes lofty > 


Sol. 
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Sol. 1. By the ſame reaſon thou canſt 


not. read: it, and ſay, Ay heart is not Þ 


baughty, 8c. 

2» if thouart a Chriſtian indeed, thy 
heart is not haughty, as the heart of a 
naturall man is haughty, 

3- Say thine heart is more haughty 
than becomes a Chriſtians heart to be 
(1 know no mans heart but is ſo) there 
is 2 word of admonition and inſtruction, 
ro minde thee of that evill, and humble 
thee for the pride of thy heart. 

0bj. But rhow haſt a proud heart ſtill, 

Sol. So thou haſt perhaps,after much 
and earneſt prayer to God againſt it, 
and many admonitions from the Word 
preached. David himlſclf ſhewed pride, 
erſomewhat as bad, . when upon a falſe 
ſuggeſtion, :22Sam, 16, 4. he preſently 
fequeſtred all Mephibuſherh's eſtate, be= 
fore he heard what he had to ſay for 
himſelf. Beſides, there's a ſweer cloſe 


of that Pſalm, wherein David gives. 


himſelf aud others a {eaſonable adrao- 
nition ,. particularly and quietly:to wait 


upon God, Let Iſrael hepe in the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever. F 
| 0b]. 
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0bj. But how can we fing ſuch paſſa- 
ges of the .Pſalmes, as are nothing but 
exhorrations to ſinging 2 This is giving 
to God his exhortations again (ſay ſome) 
and leaving the duty undone. Take 
Gods words he ſpeaks to us, and ſpeak 
them to God again. 

Sol. 1. By the ſame reaſon David did 
not praiſe God in ſinging thoſe exhorta- 
tions to praiſe him, The 48, 49.and 50* 
Pſalmes are almoſt nothing elſe but ex- 
hortations to praiſe God ; tall we ſay, 
that David, or wholoever was the pen- 
man,did not praiſe God in thoſe Pſalms? 
And yet I think, the Argument will hold 
as well for the one as for the other. 

2. There's ſomewhat in thoſe exhor- 
tations to admoniſh us of our dulneſs, 
and what need we have to be ſtirred up, 
to do that duty which all creatures owe, 
and in a ſort yield unto the Lord their 
Maker. | 


+. 3- As praying is the beſt preparation 


to prayer, for then ( as Zather ſaith) we 
ſet upon it in Gods ſtrength and not in 
our own : So finging theſe exhortati- 
Ons is an excellent means to prepare and 

| E 2 raiſe 
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raiſe our hearts 3 and therefore David 


begins and concludes many Pſal 
{uch Exhortations, as P/a/.136, 


4. We may ſay of ſuch exhortations, / 
as one faith of the 136 Pſalm, thar it | 


is Solemnis celebratio nominis 


mes with 
GeCs 


P——- - MC . CEE = 


Dei ſub 


exhortationis forma. Tis an excellent |} 


way of prayſing God, to provoke and | 


call upon our iclves to pra 


Whar if a man in prayer ſpeak to his | 
own heart, and call upon himſelf to} 


rouze and raiſe up his ſpirits, a 
Ptal.5.7,8. Awake my glory, &C, 
not be well ſaid to pray when he 


And why may he not as well be ſaid to 
praiſe God, when he ſtirrs up himſelf to 


that duty * 


But to ſpeak as the thing is,ſuch forms 
are nothing bur elegancies of expreſſion, 


iſe him. | 


S David, | 
may he 
doth ſo? 


4 


— e—_—_ cz Os £m ac > Oo am od 


ts th. 


in the uſe of which we do indeed praiſe 
the Lord; and this if our oppoſites had | 
underſtood, we had never been put to the 


trouble of anſwering ſuch an Objection. 


4 cond x* And now I ſhall proceed to 
inform weak Chriſtians how they may 


more eſpecially improve ſome 
in David's Plalmes, as they a 


paſſages 
re more 
ſureable 


by 
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ſuteable to their particular reſpeQive 


h i conditions or affections 3 and this: 
J is a ſecond uſe ro be made of 


I finging, viF. the exerciſe and im- 


provement of the graces of . God in 


US. 
For inſtance,perhaps thou art reported 


# toſay or do that which never entred into 
# thy heart to conceive or think of, what 


comfort is there to thy ſoul-in ſinging 
the former part of the ſeventh Pſalm, 
and other like places, wherein . David 
complains of the ſame abuſe 2 Suppoſe 
all goes againſt thee, aud thoy haſt no 
viſible means of relief, how pertinent- 
ly mayeſt chou ſing the eleventh Pſalm? 
When there is no faith, nor truth, -nor 
truſt in men, then I hope ir is no hurt ro 
ſing the rwelfth Pſalm, Help Lord, for 
the godly man ceaſeth, &c, When wicked 


men flouriſh, and the godly are afflicted, 


how proper is it to fing the 37 Plaim, 
and meditate, and apply thoſe precious 
promiſes to confirm thy faith; and com- 
fort thy (elf in a patient waiting upon 
God? If thy affictions and affetions 
are the ſame as David's and other holy 
| E 3 mens 
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mens were, thou mayecſt apply to thy 


the Pſalmes as do particularly concern 
thee in thy condition, whatſoever it be, 
and ſo act the grace of God in thee, 
If thou art a Chriſtian, ſhonldeſt thou 
not admire and adore the Attributes and 


Excellencies of God and his Chriſt * | 
and how canſt thou do it better than in | 
finging David's Pſalmes 2 Wouldſt thou | 


( tor inſtance ) admire the work of 


God in cxalting. Jeſus Chriſt to be |} 


a Prince and a Saviour ) ing the 8, 
and 95, 96, 97, 98, and 99" Plalmes. 
Do the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 
fruits of them belong unto thee? then 
thou maiſt well ſing the 22* Pſalm. Haſt 
thou-experience of Gods ſupport, ſupply, 


.F 
felf with much comfort ſuch paſſages of | 
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protection, direftion 2 then thou mayeſt | 


ſing the 23* Palm, with many others, 


' Poth it. not concern us to admire the 


Power , wiſdome, and goodneſs of God 


in the works of Creation and Provi- 3 


dence? If it do , why ſhould not we 
fing the firſt part of the 19 Pſalme, and 
the 104 Pſalm throughout 2 Haſt thou 
any affection to the Word of God, 

oo Out 


Y 
| 
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$ out of the experience thou hadſt of the 


power of it on thy ſoul £ why ſhouldſt 


J thou not ſing the latter part of the 19 


Pſalm, and any part of the 119 Pſalm 2 
Haſt thou any ſence of fin, and wrath 
duetoit ? why mayeſt thou not ſing the 


s ſixth, and 38 Plalmes ? Pſal. 3. Lord, 
' | how ave they increaſed that trouble me, &c. 
j So may all Gods people, for the moſt 


part ſay. 1f thou art one of them, then 
there's thy condition. David, when he 


\ |} was ſtraitened by his enemies, goes to 


a © - 


"YT 


God, and fo takes courage. Go thou 
and do likewiſe , and then there's thy 


_ afſeRion to the ſame as his was. 


0bj. Burt how can we ſing ſuch paſſages 
as are imprecations againſt wicked men 2 
Solut, Even theſe may be fung to 
good purpoſe, if our hearts bein a good . 
tune. 
1. We may meditate on them with 
fear and trembling at the wrath of Ged 
that hangs over the heads of all 'impeni- 
tent ſinners. 
2. We may work. our hearts to pati- 
ence and contentation, notwithſtanding 
the preſent _—_ of wicked” men, 
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in aſſured confidence that God will 
deſtroy them, and their foot ſhall flidei in 
due time. 

- 3- We may uſe them as prayers, not 
againſt our particular enemies , but 
againſt all the implacable and incurable 
enemies of Chriſt and his kingdome. 

Now I cannot eriough wonder, that 


any Chriſtiars ſhould be ſo much want-} 


ing to themſelves in that heavenly ex- 
erciſc of ſinging Plalmes , which gives 
them ſo much 2dvantage of acquainting 
themſelves. more and more with God, 


in ſweet meditations on his infinite and 


moſt glorious Excellencies. Indeed I do 


not wonder, if ſome men care not for | 


ſinging of Pſalmes, when I conſider the 
courſe vf their converſations. David's 
Pſalmes were many of them penned for 
the uſe of Gods people when they are 
perſecuted, how ſhall they that are more 
Iike David's enemies, violent, deceitfull, 


threatning , vexing , perſecuting and 


YZ mocking , {ing thoſe Pſalmes ? "They 
/ may well forbear to ſing them, ſcing 
there are ſuch teſtimonies and evidences 


againſt their ungodly praQces in them. 
We 
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We have ſome now adayes that will 
have no repentance , no humiliation, 
or ſorrow for fin 5 others thar ſlight the 
Scriptures, or written Word, and tis 
no wonder theſe men ſhould not care to 
ſing David's Plalmes, being not able to 
abide the teſt of them, whileſt their 


q affections, ations, and opinions, are {9 
| contrary to them. David in the 24 


Pſalm laments the want of publick Or- 


| dinances. I marvel not that they who 


ſlight all Ordinances, under a pretence 
of living above them, care not to ſing 
that, or other Pſalmes. Whatever ſome 
men may dream, I make no. queſtion 
but others have found God. graciouſly 
revealing himſelf unto their ſoules in this 
Exerciſe: yeag I believe that godly 
men (who are ſuch indeed) have ſcarcely 
ſeen more of God in any Exerciſe than 


'Inthis, To my thinking, there is not a 


more lively refemblance of heaven upon 


F earth, than. a company of godly Chri- 


ftians ſinging a Pſalm together. 
But that which is moſt ſtrange ( and 
'ris a hard caſe indeed ) is this,that.never 


a paſſage cn be found inal! the: Pſalmes 


which. 
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|: 4phich will ſfute with ſome mens affeQi- 


' * onsoOr occaſions, If ſome do not, yet 


F*.methinks others might 5 and yet they 
L-- that except againſt ſome ( if I miſtake 
| not) refuſe all; ſo that it ſeems, there is 
nothing in them that will ſerve their 
turn, or ſuit with their conditions. 

0bj. Yes, it will be faid, there are 
fome Pſalmes,or parts of Pſalmes, that 
ſuit well enough with our conditions, 
affeCtions , and occaſions, but that which 
firs us well cnough, is nothing fo fit for 
others. 


Sol. rt. There are ſeverall uſes- of the 


Pſalmes,as there are of other Scriptures; 
why may we not in ſinging as well as 
in hearing, apply to our ſelyes that 
which is moſt pertinent tro- our proper 


Caſcs > and ſo, thoſe that arenot in the- 


fame condition, may yet profitably ſing 
the ſame Pſalm, even as they may hear 
the ſame Sermon. Beſides, all the 
Pſalmes, and every part of them, are fit- 
red tothe occaſions of all Gods people, 
ſo as there is nothirg but miniſters 
matter of ſweet meditation, and praiſtng 
God by a holy rejoycing in him.. | 


F know 
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I know not: how well ſome Plalmes 
will ſute with: fomie mens affections or: 
conditions. Once. I am ſure that Gods 


| people from- the beginning of the world | 


to this day, have had caufe, as to com- 
plain and pray, ſo to blefs and praiſe the 
Lord inthe very ſame manner, and upon 
the very: ſame grounds as. David did. 
Wherefore I beſeech all thoſe that fear. 
God, to do what becomes them, viF. 
now and then to comfort and chear, and 
incourage themſelves, and one another 
in Pſalmes, Seek the Lord and: his 


' ſirength, feeh his face continually. : ſeck. 


him in prayer, and ſeek him too in ſing- 
ing of Pſalmes z fay as Luther was wont 
upon occaſion, Come, Sirs, lets ſing the 

46 Pſalm, and fear nothing. | 
There are,' that would deal by us, as 
he that firſt made his enemy blaſpheme ' 
God, and then preſently ſtabb'd him 
at the heart, that. ſo he might kill! both 
body. and ſoul at once, and ſo take a- 
brave revenge ( as he call'd it..) So do: 
theſe in-a ſort; they vex.us ſufficiemly,_ - 
with ſceing and hearing their ungodly. 
and. Atheiſticall opinions and practiſes., 
' and: | 
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and they would deprive us of our com- 
fort in God, by finging Pſalmes to his 
praiſe. Lets ſing the 119 Pſalm how- 
ever, and ſay, 7t is time for thee, Lord,to 
work, for men have deſtroyed thy law. 
And ſo lets fing the 12 Plalm,and others, 


|| that thereby our hearts may be cheared, 


and we may be confirmed in faith to wait 
with patience upon our God, ſaying, as 


in Pſal.q8.14. This God is our God for | 


ever and ever, he will be our guide even 
unte death, 


I ſhall conclude this with what Perkins 
ſaith on the eleventh of the Hebrews ; ' 


he asks the queſtion, why we ſing thoſe 


ÞPſulmes now, which were appointed for 


the uſe of the Church in former times 2 
and anſwer thus 6 That the ChurchJ8 
all azes , conſiſted of 4a company 0 

rwfs..nd , on. gr By is "Md 
one and the ſame; and this makes all 
that apprehend God's promiſes, t0 be liketo 
one another in graces, meditations, diſpe- 
{tions, aff ectvons, deſires, ſpiritual wants 


in the feelirg and uſe of- affliftions, in 


ccurſerof life and converſation, and in per- 


jormance of du:ies to Cad and man, and 


FORD therefore 
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therefore the ſame Pſalmes, Prayers," and 
Medlitations,' are. now _ for the Church 
in theſe dayes, and are ſaid and ſung with 
the ſame uſt and profit to the Church in 
theſt dayes, as when they were made. Sure 
if it be a ſufficient ground to reject fing- 
ing of David's Plalmes ; that they were 
penned' for the uſe of Gods people in 
former ages, I know no reaſon, but that 
| we may, for the ſame reaſon, take no 
notice of the,other Scriptures, and ſay, 
What do they concern us 2 but I rather 
think, that there is no eſtate or condition 
' T wherein the people of God either are, or 
can be,bur the holy Ghoſt foreſeeing the 
+ ſame, hath prepared and recorded ſome 
Scripture-Pſalmes ſuteable thereunta- 
And thoſe Pſalmes being choſen our 
according to the. new occafions of 
Gods people, & ſung by them with new 
| hearts, will ever, be found new Songs. 
Words of etcrnall truth (as one cath) 
are ever. new, and never old. Dayly 
and hourly mercies are new mercies to 
renewed hearts ( Lament. 3.23. His 
mercies are new every morning ) and 
when they praiſe: the Lord & thoſe 
IT, | mercies, 
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mercics, there's a new ſong of praiſe put Þ 


into their mouthes. And when God 


hath furniſht us with Pſalmes,and Songs | 


fram'd by his own Spirit to the purpoſe, 


nothing (for ought I know)but wretched} 


ignorance and prophaneneſs will negle& 
to uſe them, 


The objeQtion of ſinging Plalmes 
compoſed by our ſelyes and others, I 
have already anſwered, and hewed the | 
abſurdity of ſuch a practice, unlefs we | 


had any of an extraordinary ſpirit z which | 


if there be, let us once ſee it, and I make 


no queſtion but we ſhall willingly ac-' 


knowledg, the gift of God in them.. 


A third Uſe of 


Gagins Palme, third uſe of ſinging Davids 
Pſalmes, is a joyfull praifing of God, or 
expreſſing our joy inthe Lord: : when a: 


man.is merry, naturally, and of courſe(as 
we ſay)he will laugh,leap,ſing and dance; 
as when a man is ſorry, contrariwiſe he is 
ſullen, fits ſtill, hangs the head, and ſaith 


nothing, Pſal.126.2. Then was our month 


filled with laughter, and our tongue with 


ſinging. Exod.15.1, Then ſang Moſes aud. 


the children of Iſrael. So Mary, and Za- 


DD I re terre rnnn nt 


forth | 


chary, and Simon, Luke I, $&.2,. brake | 


LE ea en ea eg. oe en © © 


_ ing, and an holy rejoycing before t 
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| forth into Songs upon the apprehenſion 
I of Gods wonderfull goodneſs. 


0bj. That was becauſe the Spirit of 
God came upon them in an extraordinary 


manner. 
Sol. We deny not but the Spirit of God 


| was upon ſome of them in a more than 


ordinary manner z bur yet it was not fo 
upon them all, all the children of 1/74! 


| that ſang with Moſes had not an extraqr- 
| dinary ſpirit,onely they were for the time 
| much affeted with the Work of God in 
| their deliverance, and the deftrution of 
T the Egyprians, 2 Chro.20.27, 28, So Fe- 


hoſhaphat and the men of Fudah came to- 
Feruſalem with Pſalteries and Harps,and 
Trumpets unto the houſe of the Lord 
(no queſtion but there was finging alfo) 
when the Lord had made them to rejoice 
over there enemies ; and yet no more ex- 
traordinary ſpirit on them, than on Gods 


_ people now upon the like occaſion. Their 


practice was a precedent for Gods people 
in all ages to do the like, when ever their 
hearts are inlarged in the yay of 
Gods goodneſs, to break forth into itng- 

e 
Lord. 
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Lord. How do we anſwer the goadneſs | 
of God unto us, it there be not affections | 
and expreſſions ſuteable to his diſpenſa- | 


tions 2 We all allow ſhooting off great 


gunns, ringing of bells, 8c. and why not } 


as well ſinging of Plalmes 2 
When we come to the Congregation, 
one end of our {inging is to expreſs our 


joy in the Lord, for ſuch mercics as his | 
Word and Sacraments, and means of 
Grace 3 and that God hath given us his } |, 
Sabbath and {ſuch ſolemn times ; and | 
therefore we come before him with ſrmg- | 
ing, that ſo we may praiſe the Lord with + 
gladneſs of heart, The 100 Plalm is | 
called a Plalm of praiſc,and the 95 Pſalm | 
begins thus : O come let wus ſing unto the | 
Lord, &c. If you read the 96, 97, and | 
a8. you will tinde many expreſſions to | : 
the ſame purpoſe. Whatever were the | 
occaſion of penning tfioſe pſalmes, it is | 
clear, that the holy Ghoſt in them had | 
reſpet to the Goſpell-times, when all 


the ends of the earth ſhould ſte the ſal- 
vation of God, pſlal.g98.3. Heb.4. The A- 
poſtle ſhews it plainly of the 95® Plalm, 
that the Holy Ghoſt in it ſpeaks of 

the 
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the times afcer Chriſt was come in the 
1 fleſh. Now if the promiſe, and their ex- 
" | ſpetation of thoſe glorious Goſpel- 


dayes, did ſo rejoyce their hearts, how 


| much more ſhould we be affected, fo as 


to fing and rejoyce at a higher rate than 
they did « How comely and pleaſant a 


{ thing is it to ſing a Pſalm ( as Chriſt and 
his diſciples did ) after our receiving the 
{ Sacrament, when God hath honoured 
{ us ſo much, as to admit us unto his 
| Table, and given in the tokens and 
{ pledges of his loyeto our ſoules ? And 
FT after Sermon too, why ſhould we nor 
| ſing and rejoyce, when we- have under- 
| ſtood the good word of God declared 
| to us by his meſſengers, Nehem. 8. 12. 
| Nehemiah and EFra and the Levites 
| willed the people to rejoyce upon 


ſuch an occaſion ; and good reaſon, 


| fince the Word of God is ſweet to. 


every ſoul that ſavoursitz and ſo our 
Sabbaths are ſpecial] times 'of rejoycing 
in God, becauſe the opportunities 'of 
publick Ordinances are renewed upon 
us, | A £20 
0vjec, But you {ing all dayes alike, 
faſting 
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faſting and feaſting daycs, without any | 


difference. 


Sol. For anſwer to this queſtion)which | 
ſome think unanſwerable) I acknowledge . 
that ſinging is a moſt proper exprefſion | 


of joy, Fam.5.13. Is any merry, let him 
ſing. But it will never follow from that 
place, that we muſt not ſtng when we 
are ſorry : for then it will as well 
follow, that when we are not afflited we 


muſt not pray. Thar place (1 ſay) will | 


infer the one as well as the other. 


I do not ſay, 'that all Pſalmes arc fit 
for all occaſions, but there muſt be a 


choice made; and to make that choice, 
there is ſome underſtanding more than 
ordinary required in him that appoints 
the Pſalmes to be ſung, Be 

3- As ſinging is proper in times of 
mirth, ſo it is not altogether improper 
in times of mourning-; and though 
this may ſeem ſtrange, yet it is moſt 
true , and I prove it thus. Becaule 
Gods people were wont to lament them- 
ſelves and others in Songs ; ſo Feremy 
lamented the ſad eſtate of Fudah, Da- 
vid's Plalmes were penned in times 


of 
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| of great diſtreſs and danger, as appears 
1þy the many dolefull complains in 


them. The 102* Pſalm 1s entituled, 4 


| prayer of the afflicted when he ts oer= 
whelmed , &c. and 130 Plalm begins, 


Ont of the depths have I cried unto vhee, 
0 Lord, To clear it yet further, give 
me leave a litrle to diſcourſe the nature 
of Muſick, which is ſomewhat ſtrange 
in this reſpe&t, That ir will fute with 
different, yea contrary affetions. Some 
Philoſophers conceited the ſoul to be an 
Harmony once, the ſoul of the world 


JF is a ſymmetry of all the parts made in 


number,weight, and meaſure, Certainly 
of all ſenſible things, there is none fo 
much affects the ſoul , as melodious 
ſounds ; I ſay, nothing affects the foul 
ſo much,be a man merry or forry. If he 
be merry, it will provoke him to more 
mirth, raiſe & rouze his ſpirits more than 
they were before. Therefore finging is 


{| very proper when we are joyed, & would 


praiſe the Lord with gladnefs of heart, 
If a man be ſad, muſick will fet it on, 
and make him more Melancholique 
than he was before, ſo ſame Rs 

rOVe 
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Prov.25. 20. As he that taketh away 4 
garment in cold weather, and as vinegar 
. upon mitre, ſo is he that ſingeth ſongs to 

an heavy heart. I conceive the meaning 
to be this, If when a man is in heavi- 
neſs, one ſhould come to him in a light- 
ſome, gameſome manner, (as if Fob's 
friends had brought minſtrells and 
Mufick with them) he would vex 
and diſtcmper , and increaſe his grief 
the more. Certainly Muſick , as it 
may be ordered,will provoke mourning; 
hence the cuſtome grew of ſolemnizing 


Funeralls with Muſick. So when the* 


Rulers daughter was dead, there were 
Minſtrells among others ; and if any ſay, 
Thar was to allay, and not to increaſe 
their grief,I defire them to look Fer. 9.17, 
18.and there they may ſee that there were 
cunning women, who profeſt an art of 
mournfull Ditties,and were hired on pur- 
poſe to enhance affetions of that kinde in 


others. So 2 Chren.35.25. The finging- 


men and women ſpoke of Foſiah in their 
lamentations. For certain , a dolkcfull 
ſad Dirty ſadly ſung , will never make 
any laugh, unleſs it be an errant _ 

0 
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! af So a fir Pſalm ( a penitentiall Pſalm 


TAP 


you may call it, if you pleaſe ) ſung. 
co a ſad tune, is as apt to melt and 
move our hearts upon aday of humi- 
liation, as any exetciſe we can uſe, and 
an apt expreſſion alſo of ſuch affections 
as ſhould be in us upon ſuch an occa- 
fion. Some have ſung for ſorrow, 
as David penn'd and ſang many Pſalmes 
when his heart was as full of grief and 
anguiſh as it could hoJd, and ſo he eas'd 
and breath'd his heart by pouring it out 
before the Lord in a dolefull Song, 


+ lamenting his ſad condition. And 


why may not we as well lament out 
own and others fad conditions , in 
ſinging of David's Plalmes 2 ſome of 
which you know are ſad complaints of 
his miferies and ſufferings , mixt with 


earneſt prayers for deliverance. Sure 


David was not very merry when he 
ſang many of his Pſalmes 5 whence 
I gather we may ſing even when we 
are ſorry, and ſo lament and bemoan our 
ſelves before the Lord. | 
Beſides, if our hearts be very ſad in- 
deed , linging may revive them, fince 
all 
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all utterance is an caſe to any grief. So | 
ſome conceive that Chriſt choſe to ſing 
a Pſalm after ſupper, thereby to chear ? 
up his own heart, and his Diſciples alſo. * 
Mufick certainly will allay paſſions, # 
1 Sam. 16.9.14. An evil ſpirit from the 
Lord troubled Sanl, ver. 20, And when 
David yu 0n his harp, the evil ſpirit 
departed from him, Not that there is any | 
efficacy in Mnfick to drive away devils, 
but becauſe in a naturall way it diſpoſed Þ 
and ſettled Saw for caſe, by raiſing up | 
his heart and ſpirit out of bis melancholy }_ 
dumps, tempering his rage, and mo-.j} . 
derating his griefs and diſcontents, by 
which the Devil took advantage to | 
drive him into frenzy fits and furics. | 
Tf by ſpirit, in that place, we underſtand ff 
( as ſome) ognely that which is called 
Motus animorum, as a ſpirit of fear, a 
ſpirit of jcalouſie, 8c, then queſtionleſs, F_ 
Oe Muſick had a naturall efficacy to | 
recover Saul out of his melancboly -j}j - 
moods. 2 King. 3. 15. The Prophet { 
| Eliſha finding ſome diftemper in his | 
- ſpirit, occaſioned by the preſence of an 
 tdolatrous King, and the aan 

| (6 
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{ of Gods people, called for a muſician to 
J chear and compoſe his ipirits, that he 
J might be the better firted for prophefie. 
1 Some have conceived and ſaid, that the 
# ſpirit of prophefie never came upon a 

{ad ſoul. How true that is, I leave others 

to judge. Nor ſhall I contend if any 

ſay there was ſomewhat extraordinary 
| and ({upernaturall in thoſe caſes. How- 
| ever, tis I think may be gathered from 
| them, That muſick hatha vertue in it 
| tocompole, and quiet, and refreſh, and 
s chear the ſpirit of a man, when he is 
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? 
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- | .overgone With melancholy. So Gods 
7 I people in times of diſtreſs and danger, 
> | wheathey feel themſelves too much de- 
| jected and ſadded, may chear themſelves 
 f up by ſinging a Palm together. As for 
| F} ourfinging on faſting dayes (which ſome 
| are offended at) we lay as before, 'tis not 
 F ſo much to makeour ſelves merry, as to. 
s move anc melt our hearts. 'Tis no ab- 
-j ſurdityz nor impoſlibility neither, for 
{ Chriſtians to ſing with tears in their 
EYES. —— 

1 When a day of thankſgiving comes, 
q ve {ing to another tune, in way of rejoic- 
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ing, exalting and triumphing in Got 
our Saviour. On Sabbath and Lecure 
dayes we {ing partly to expreſs our joj 
in God, for giving us ſuch opportu 
nities and ſeaſons of fpirituall edifica 
tion, by the uſe of his Ordinances : 
and partly to compoſe our ſpirits, and 
ſo fir them for hearing. the Worc 
preached. And this I conceive to be 
the reaſon, why commonly we ſing af 
Pſalm before Sermon. 
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SERMON V. 


cm... 


Ephel. 5. 19. 


Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes and 
Hymnes , and ſpirituall Songs, 

| Singing, &C. 
Ne end ( among others) of our 
ſinging of Pſalmes is (as I ſhewed 


F formerly )a joyfull praifing of God, or 


expreſſing of our joy in the Lord, as 
Gods ſervants were wont to do when 


| Godin his Providence gave them occa- 
| ſion and matter of rejoycing by deli- 
| verances, victories,or any other mercies. 


F Lord with j 


I ſhall now adde to what hath been ſaid, 


| That it becomes Gods people when they 


come before him in publick, to ſerve the 

of and an holy rejoycingzand 

for this end they muſt fing Plalmes;there 

being no exercile more proper to expreſs 

our joy in the Lord. God calls his people 

to rejoyce evermore , 1 Theſſalon.5.1 w- 
| an 


nt We 


—— 


\ end is. hatin. 1 "”"P 


ſeace with ſinging .Pla.g2. which is, ( as 
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and Phil, 4. 4. to rejoyce alway ; but 
more eſpecially when they come before 3 
him in the uſe of his Ordinances, Pſal. I 
105.3. Glory ye in his holy Name, let the 
heart of them rejoyce that ſeek the Lord, 
Deut. r2, 12. Ye ſhall rejoyce before the | 
Lord, &c. Deut, 14. 26s, Thou ſhalt eat | 
before the Lord thy God, and thou fhalt | 
rejoyce, Deut.16.10, 11. Thou lbalt keep || 
the feaſt of weeks, i.e. Pentecoſt, with a | 
tribute of a free-will offering of thine | 
hands: wad. thou ſhalt rejoyce before the * 
Lord thy'God,&c.. And'Dent.28.47. there } 
s a threatning of judgement for this,that + 
they, ſerved not the Lord with joyfulneſs. | 
and gladneſyof heart, 8&:c. Not a filthy | 
or; fleſhly rejoycing according. to the |, 
'Qurie of this world,but an holy and hea- | 
enly, ſuch as when the very heart and 
ſouls raviſht with a ſenſe of Gods good- 
neſs. And this, as it doth very-much help 
us in the durtics we have to do,ſo itis ex» 
prefly required; Pſal. 100. 2. Serve the ' 
Lord:with gladneſs, come before his pre* 


the Title ſhews)a Pſalm for the Sabbath, 
the Piopher gives this as:a- reaſon of that 
joy tull 
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3 joyfull folemnity, ver. 4. 'For thou Lord 
1 haſt made me glad hrs thy work, I will 


' | rreumphin the works of thy hands. The 


great work and bufineſs of the Sabbath, 

is to magnific Gad, in regard of his great 
| works,v:F, Creation and Providence,bat 
q eſpecially the great work of reconciling 
s the world, and Redeeming ſinners from 
1 death and hell by Jeſus Chriſt, This great 
1Work was compleated, on the day of 
1Chriſts reſurretion, which was the be- 
1 ginning of his exaltation, and then it be- 
{comes us to rejoyce in the Kingdome, 
Power, and coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, finging to' the Lord, becauſe he 
1 hath done marvellous things ; and ſaying, 
I This is the' day which the Lord hath mad, 
1ler ns rejoyce and be glad in it. 

1 fay,'tis ſuteable and ſeaſonable to re- 
joyce and be merry on the Lords day,ard 
[therefore to ſing, and ſo exprels our joy 
{inthe Lord,who hath made us to rejoyce 
Jin his ſalvation. God loves not to ſec us 
{[lumpiſh and melancholy, but chearfull 
{and joyfull in his ſervice : Ler us there- 
fore fing and ſay, The Lord reigneth. 
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and uſe of our ſinging of Plalmes, viz,} 
That the Spirit dwelling in us, may be, L 
as it were, excited and ſtirred up to put 0! 
forth his power more effeually andy] a! 
plentifully; and grounds it upon my i 
Text, which ( faith he ) imports twoff 4 
things : Firt, that ſinging is an effeaJ It 
of the Spirit. And ſecondly, That thell ix 
Spirit is ſtirred up in us by ſinging. That a 
which he faith, to my thinking , hath} n 
much reaſon init : For why may not] p 
finging excite and ſtirr up the ſpirit, and} 

a 
| 


the graces of it in Chriſtians, as well as; 
the performance of other duties © They' 
that have grace therefore do duty, that] ( 
by excrciſing their graces they may im-J 2 
prove them. Now let ſuch as have any] ! 
orace of God in them, conſider, how in] £ 
doing this duty as it ought to be done, the} | 
races of God ( ſpecially faith and hope )! < 
may be ſet on work, whilſt we ſeriouſly} « 
meditate on the promiſes, and other! : 


paſſages of David's Plalmes. | 
=;mae. Oncemore, a Plalm is good? * 
ſometimes to comfort our hearts when? 
we are under affliction, as I hinted] \ 
before , how Paul and Silas ſang _ | 
they]. 
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$ they were underextream ſufferings ; and 
{ Luther would encourage himſelf and 
J others, when he heard any bad news of 


any attempts againſt the Goſpell, and 


| ſuch as profeſt ir, ſaying, Let ns ſing the 


46” Pſalm, and let them do their worſt. 
Indeed that's a Pſalm will chear a mans 


1 ſpirits,if he can fing it with underſtanding 
7 and grace in his heart, Sodid the Pri- 
{ mitive Chriſtians comfort themſelves in 
| priſon by ſinging of Pſalmes. 


A fixth Uſe of 


1 ocn;zame, Laſtly, ſinging of Pſalmes is 
j an excellent way to praiſe God , and 


ſpeak good of his Name. Many Pfalmes 


{ Cyou know) are full of Gods —_ 
; and ſet forth the wondrous wor 
| he hath done, ſo as he may have the 


S that 


glory of them. To praiſe God, and 


1 bleſs his Name, is the higheſt and moſt 
? excellent ſervice we can do on earth; it 
! comes neareſt to the exerciſe of the 


Saints in heaven, who are alwayes praif(- 
ing God inthe admiration of his infinite 
and incomprehenſible Glory. Now 
ſinging of Pſalmes is an excellent 


| way of praiſing God. One ſaith, thar 
{ in ſinging there is a more_ copious 


3 and 
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. and ample profcflion of piety. Not as 


if God who is a Spirit, were delighted 


with any ſenſible thing,as Muick,or me-fj 


lodious tunes. Bur yet God is (as I may 
ſay) more delighted, when we are more 
ample and patheticall in pouring out our 
{oules to him in praiſe, 2 Sam.6, David 


( it 1s ſaid ). danced before the Lordfj 
with all his might , and; then, Mzchol} 
{corned and floured him., as ſome do us} 
now adayes for our ſinging of Plalmes, 
which yer is but a praiſing tne Loxd} 
with all our might. And indeed, to} 


ſpeak as the thing is, the glory of God 
is held forth more ilJuſtciouſly in ſinging 


of Pfalmes (as one obſerves ) becauſe | 
the praiſes of God -are celebrated with | 


oreater attention and affection, than if 


they were barely recited with a lower | 
voice, Wherefore the . Levites upon * 
all occaſions ſung the praiſes of the | 
Lord, and fo did all Gods people alſo. | 


No Prince (as he ſaith) or great Com- 


our 


mander but thinks himſelf more ho- ' 
noured, if the great things they have 
done be commemorated and ſet forth in # 
a SOng,1 Sam. 18.6,7.50 the women went 
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out to meet Saxl, with ſinging, and. 
| with Inſtruments of Mufick. Now 


our great Champion and Captain Ge- 
nerall hath conquered fin and Satan, and 
all our ſpiritual enemies , we give him 
not the glory due unto his name, unleſs 


| wecelebrate the viRory with Songs of 
| deliverance. 


That none of old ſung, but ſuch as 


| had an extraordinary ſpirit, is falſe, as 
| I ſhewed formerly, Exod. 15. All the 
{ children of 1/rae! had nor ſuch a ſpirir, 


though Moſes and Miriam had. In HeJe- 
kiah's time the Levites ſung praiſes ro 
the Lord with the words of David and 


{ Aſaph the Seer 3 and ſo no queſtion they - 
| did in Fehoſhaphat's time alſo, As for 
| the gift of Pſalmes in the Primitive 
Churches, ir went with the gifr of 
* tongues, and both are long ſince ceaſed; 
 ſoas we may argue as well, that we muſt 
! not ſay, becauſe we have not the gift 
* of Tongues , as that we muſt nor ſing, 


| becauſe we have not the gift of Pfalmes. 


Beſides,we finde no mention in Scripture 
# of any Church-Ofticer for cornpiling 
!} of Plalmes, as for the Miniſtry. of the 


F..&. Word, 
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Word, and prayer. Nor hath God in-jſj 
ſpired any with a gift of Pſalmiſtry toſf F 


ſate the occaſions of the Churches from 
Sabbath to Sabbath. We finde neither 
Ordinance appointing, nor Providence 
granting it, nor any reaſon to 1ilence 
David's Pſalmes that others may be at- 


renced,. We know who indited them, # 
and we know too {which I wiſh may be| 
\ - duely conſidered) that ſome of them aref|j : 
proper to Goſpell times. If any queſtion | 
it, let them read the 98* Pſalm, and 


ſee, whether it be not more proper for 


Gods people now, than in the times of | 


the old Teſtament, 


2ueſt, But how may we ſing David's | 


Pſalmes (o as to attain thoſe ends ? 


Sol. Firſt, We muſt have grace in our | 
hearts, or a gracious frame of ſpirit, | 
{uch as David had.. Singing praiſe to 
God is an exerciſe becoming Saints, | 
who alone can do it fo as to pleaſe God, | 


and profit themſelves in it,as was ſhewed 
before.” | | 

2, Secondly, Sing none but ſpirituall 
Songs, ſuch as David's Pſalmes are,and 


others compoſed by holy men of God, ! 
 _ 
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-} who ſpake as they were inſpired by the _ 
C Holy Ghoſt. Thele are altogether (piri- 


tuall, for the Authour, for the Marter, 

and for the End and Uſe of them. 
Queſt, May we not ſing any other 

Song compoſed by a common gifr, ſo 


| long as it isſpirituall for the Marter «2 


Anſ, It may be of ill conſequence 


{ many wayes,to ſhut out David's Plalmes 
| and take in our owns as, 


Firſt, We may miſtake even in the 


: Matter 5 whereas, we.are ſure, there 1s 
| no ſuch miſtake in David's Plalmes. 


Secondly, Some perhaps may not like 


| ſo well of other Compoſures, whereas 


none bur an Athieſt will finde fault with 


| the Plalmes that were penned by the 
{ Spirit of God ; that I ſay not ( what 
F was ſaid formerly ) No mans Com- 


poſures can be anſwerable ro thoſe. of 


; | Gods Spirit, I rather think that ſuch 
| | Pfalmes (if any have them ) ſhould- be 
; fitter for their own private uſe than for 
| the Churches of God; though for my 


part, I do not incourage any to the 
private uſe of them , with a neglect of 


David's Plalmes:, bnt ratF«<r diſlwade 


| them 
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them from it. For other Songs (alwayes | 
fuppoſed that there be no vanity , nor | 
filthineſs, nor ſcurrility, nor refleQings/ 


upon other mens good name, which all 


Chriſtians muſt be farre from) they may } 


be for honeſt delight and recrcation, for 
ought I know, even as a-man may play a 


refreſh bis Spirits, , 
Thirdly, Chriſti 
their: hearts exceedingly: more than or- 


leſſon on a Lute os other Inftrument to | 


dinarily when they. are finging a Pfaltm: | 


Ir requires a good -mealure of the Word 
and Spirit.,f0. pray. in. the -Spixit, but 
more to ſing i the Spirit, becauſe ( as 


one ſaith )-our ſenſes. being delighted | 


with the Melody, arc-apt to. ſteal away 
our hearts from ipiritgal feryency, : For 
certainly we are; exceeding. apt to: be 
taken with the melody, and inthe inter- 
im neglect our hearts, ſo as our ſpirits 
ſhall not work and, be doing when our 
tongues area linging, To remedy this, 

| lers fing with underſtanding and atren- 
| tionof minde, in order to-which'iit were 
| - a great happineſs and help to devotion, 
if we knew the minde and meaning 
cf 


& ' 
ns had need to watch | 
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objefF. What if a man underſtand 


not the meaning of what he ſings ? 
Sol. He cannot then ſing, in every 


| reſpeR as he ſhould do. But yet I ſhall 


offer this ro your conſideration , not 


| peremptotily aſſerting it to the prejudice 
z of any that may be otherwiſe minded. 


We all grant reading of the Scriptures, 


| and hearing them read, to be an holy 


exerciſe, and that which God hath en- 


q joyned us. Yet when we read the Scri- 


pturts, I ſuppoſe, we many times meet 
with that which we do not fo well undet- 


8 ſtand, ſhall we not therefore read them 
| at all ? Or may we not for all this read 
{ them with profit, whileft we underſtand 
| many things which we read, and by 
# reading them again and again comie.to 
more underſtanding of the minde of God 
E in them? And why may we not ſirg 
 Pſalmes for inſtruction and admonition 
* tha: we may underſtand them > It thou 
| medrate (erioufly , God. may enlighten 
| thee in the very ſinging. We reade* 
# and Irar, to get more underſtanding, . 
; thouzt ſometimes we read and 


hear 
what. 
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whart for the preſent we underſtand not, 
and ſo (for ought I know ) we may ſing 
alſo. Some, I am confident, have found 
by experience, that in ſinging of Pſalmes 
they have come to more underſtanding 
of ſome paſlages , than ever they had 
| before. But what Pſalm is there that 
any underſtanding Chriſtian knows not 
the main ſcope and ſenſe of it, .though 
he underſtand not every particular paſ- 
ſage and expreſſion in it 2 Certainly, he 
that hath a gracious heart cannot be 
ignorant of the main drift and and ſcope 


' of any of David's Pſalmes. As we muſti 


{ing with underſtanding; ſo muſt we fing 
with affection alſo, aCtirg and exerciſing 
the grace of God that is in us, according 
as the matter that is ſung gives us oCca- 


- {ion. Sometimes we are to ad faith and 
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tope in God, ſometimes holy deſires} 


after God, ſometimes holy rejoycing 


in God, and ſometimes holy fear and} 
trembling before God, *'Tis not enough y 
that we have grace, but we muſt ad 1t. j 
* As for inſtance, when we ling tharpal- | 


ſige, Pſalm 119.5. O that my waye were 


dnefied to keep thy flatutes, The aelires | 


of 
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of our ſoules ſhould be ſuch as David's | 


were, to obey God in every thing to the. 
utmoſt : when we fing, 0 how 1 love thy 
Law, &c. Our ſoules ſhould be even 
raviſht with holy affeRions towards the 
Word, and if we finde not fiich ardens 


motions in our ſpirits , there's a word of . | 


admonition,to minde us what we ſhould 
be. Pſal. 73.1. Yet God is good to Iſrael, 
&c. In ſinging this, we learn to act faith 
as the Pſalmiſt did, and ſtir up our ſelyes 
to lay hold on God, eſpecially when 
we have any temptation to diſtruſt, 


| As in prayer and praiſe we act faith, and 


other graces, expreſs and ſhew forth 

ood deſires, and other holy affections, 
o let us in ſinging of Plalmes. For que- 
ſtionleſs in this duty we. have occafions 
enough of ſo doing, whileſt ſuch hea- 
venly matter is ſuggeſted to us for ſweet 
meditation, and ſolacing our ſelves in 


| God and his Word. 


2ueſt. Some may ask, Whether it be 


. | not good when we are at our work to 
| ſing a Pſalm, and fo to exerciſe our hearts 


in meditation on heavenly things. 


 Anfſ. Though I had rather men ſhould 


ſing 
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ſing a Pſalm, than do worſe, yet I dare 


not commend ſuch a practice, nor adviſe 
to it, for this reaſon, viF, To ſing a 
Pſalm as it ought to be done, is work 
enough, ſo as a man need to do _— 
elſe; and if ir be-ſaid, Thar this will 
help us to meditate-on ſomething thar is 
good. I anſwer, That if meditation on 
ſome good matter were all the end' of 
ſinging, this were ſomewhat, bur there 
is more in the matter; and to ſay truth, 
ſinging a Pſalm is ſuch' a duty as will 
require the whole man, there being no 
good exerciſe wherein our hearts are 
more apt to miſcarry-than in this. 


Again, thou muſt obſerve and watch - 


in this duty, as in prayer , what anſwers 
God pives in to thee, and how thy 
fpirit cloſes with 'the heavenly matter 
that is ſung, ſo as thou art raiſed, com- 


forted, cheared, confirmed, or humbled. 


As there is a return of prayers, ſo of 
praiſes too, and in every Duty and Or- 
dinance there is marrow and fatneſs , if 
our ſoules are well diſpoſed to reliſh and 
receive it. 


In one word , This is an excellent 
| {eryice, | 
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ſervice, and thereforethe moredifficule, 


f ſo as thou haſt need to keep thy heart 


with a bridle, as David reſolved:to keep 
his mouth, Pſal.39.1. or otherwiſe thou 
wilt hardly rule it when thou art in this 
yF- 2. | 

tongs rexfarmance of tiieupe* . ; TN OCT" TO finging 
with underſtanding and: good aftection, 
I adviſeall youthar can,to-look on when 
you ſing. Our. praQtice is ( you know ) 
for one. to read a line, and then all .to 
ſing it, - which ſome quarrell at.,. and I 
for .my.: part.- wiſh we had no need ſo- to 
do, for queſtionleſs it were farre better 
if all had books, .-and could read , or 
elſe had learnt the Pſalmes by ihearr, 


| Bur if ſinging be a duty , and we can+ 


not 'do-it without this: help, I know 


| no reaſon. we have to reject.it. They 


| that cannot read themſelves, may, and 
. F ought to hear others read. Nor is 


| the miniſter ia ſpeaking , and fo are 
| Galleries - 


| this;:reading the Pſalm an unwarrant- 


zz 
= 


þ able invention; of men brought into 


the Worſhip of: God, as" ſome have 
ſaid , but. onely a neceſlary help to 
it, as Pulpits are neceſſary helps unto 
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Galleries and Scaffolds to the people inf fa 
_— We muſt diſtinguiſh the imme-Eſot 
diate ſpirituall means of Worſhip from are 
ſuch helps as ſerve onely more remotelyf wt 
to the ſence of hearing. Now our read4 yi 
ing the Pſalm that is ſung, is but onelyſed 
2 remote help to the ſenſe of hearing no 
which we uſe onely for neceſſities ſakeJir 
becauſe many cannot reade the Pſalmfth 
themſelves. Though I adviſe and in] 
treat all that can reade, to uſe their] þe 
books, and ſo help their underſtandings ;| {1 
for when a line onely is read , the ſenceſ{l; 
remains imperfect , whereupon ſome an 
have thought it berter (and I am not} 1; 
apainſt it ) that two lines be read}no 
together. | 3:6 th 

2. Again, I do heartily wiſh, thereſgr 
were ſome amendment of our Engliſhfca 
Mcetre in two or three particulars. Firſt, an 
that all the Pſalmes might run in ſuch} to 
Meetre as all our people are able to ſing. Pt 
And ſecondly, That ſome uncouth ex-$'T 
prefſfions and obſolete. words were alter-}} fo 
ed; as for other faults in the Tranflation, nc 
they would be chiefly looked after ; 
though I muſt profeſs, I think theÞla 

faults 
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inf faults are not ſo many or ſo great as 
1c-F ſome men would make them. There 
mFare, no doubt, but too many things 
lyI which I ſtand not to juſtifie , but wiſh 
dy with all my heart,they were well amend- 
Ifſed; yet this muſt be conſidered, that 
&,nothing can be done by men, bur 
elit will be imperfet, Their arguing 
mJ therefore is not ſo good to my thinking, 
n-jwho will not ſing David's Pfalmes, 
1] becauſe of ſome flawes in the Tran- 
$0 lation. For my part, I knowno Tran- 
c& flation of the Bible bur hath its miſtakes, 
| and I ſuppoſe, we all look upon Trans 
th ſlations as imperfect, and yet we do 
dInot upon that ground refuſe to reade 
the Scriptures. That there are faults I 
efgrant , but that they are ſuch as ſhould 
if cauſe us to forbear ſinging till they be 
| amended , I deny. Seme have not ſtuck 
fro ſay, there are lies in our finging 
,fPſalmes, but their word is no ſlander. 
# Though there be miſtakes, it will not 
3 follow , there are lies. I believe there is 
{no Tranſlation of the Bible but there are 
j ſome miſtakes in it, and yet 'tis foul 
language to ſay there are lies. For the 
| | miſtakes, 
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miſtakes, T heartily wiſh them amended 
and do much approve of their excellent 
pains , who have altogether changed our | 
Engliſh Meetre g yet , conſidering our Þ} * 
people have been uſcd to. theſe, I con- 
ceive it farre better for the preſent ne-|| © 
-ceſity,to let them alone with ſome alte- || V 
ration in ſome things, ſuch as I ſpake of || * 
even now. And if ſome one thar is duly 
qualified for ſuch a work, would under- 
take it, I ſuppoſe ( under favour) it 
would be an excellent piece of ſervice t5 
the Church of God amongſt us, and he 
ſhould deſerve very much at the hands 
of all devout and godly Chriſtians. 

3. Again, there ought: ro be a 
choice of Pſalmes according as oc- 
caſton requires, for as they were pen- 
ned upon occaſion, - and are ſome 
of them intended more eſpecially for 
one uſe ,, and ſome for another, (o| 
there ſhould be a wiſe choice made 
of Plalmes to be ſung, according as 
our neceſſities and occaſions reipedively 
call for. The 92. Palme is intituled 
a Pſalme for the Sabbath s and if 
you conſider the ſubje&t matter of - 
an 


a 
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and many others that ſet forth the. 
works of God, they will appear very fit 
to be ſung on the Sabbath-day. As the 
ſecond, and eighth and other Pſalmes 
that ſpeak of the Kingaome of. Chriſt; _ 
the 33,34, and 37, &c. that treat of the 
work of Creation and Providence ; ſo 
the 119® Pſalme , that ſhews.whatis the 
excellent uſe of Gods Word , and what 
affection we ſhould bear towards it. At 
times of humiliation ſuch Pſalmes are to 
be ſung, as may ſeem to expreſs our 
ſence of fin, our trembling at the wrath 
of God, or that ſet forth the calamities 
and ſufferings of Gods people. At times 

of rejoycing - chooſe ſuch Pſalmes as 

mention the-marvellous works of God 
in Vicories , Deliverances , and other 
mercies ſhewed unto his people. 

If thus there be a wiſe choice-tnade, 


| I know not any occaſion the people of 


God have at any time, but there may be 
a Plalm found to anſwer it; and then 
if Gods people can with one minde 
and one mouth .glorifie God , what a 
pleaſant:and comely thing is it? :ſfuch a 
reſemblance of heaven;as hardly a better 
| can 
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can be found upon earth. Onely let our 


care be , that our hearts be well tuned, 


for thats it that makes melody in the 


eares of the Lord. You know, it is notÞ] 


ſo comely , when in the Congregation 
ſome ſing out of tune : but the greateſt 
abſurdity of all is when our hearts are 
not in tune. Though ( as I have ſhewed) 
the impicty and profaneneſs of ſome 
doth not hinder the acceptance of others, 
yet 'tis more deſireable, and that which 
we ſhould heartily wiſh , that all could 
ſo do this duty , as therein to pleaſe God 


and profit their own ſoules. Surely if 


we ſing as we __ ſomewhat will ſtick 
by us. Many ſing, and make a noiſe, 
and that's all, ſo they hear and pray to 
as little purpoſe , yet others do theſe 
duties to their great advantage and edi- 
fication in grace and gracious practice. 
If admiring God , ſpeaking good of his 


Name, rejoycing in his goodneſs, and} 
other his glorious infinite Excellencies,j 


{weet meditation on the Promiſes, 
fervent expreſſion of our = defires, 
humbling, comforting an 

hearts, be good exerciſes, let us net give 


chearing our} 


over 
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over ſinging, ſince there is no one Pſalm, 
| or part of a Pſalm, but will miniſter 
eff occaſion of doing one oi thele. I do-the 
oth rather perſwade to it, becauſe I obſerve 
Inff many will not open their mouthes to 
NE fing in the Congregation ,, and moſt 
ref] negle& this duty in their families , are 
If not ſo frequent init, as Chriſtians were 
ef} wont to be. And I obſerve withall, that 
S,f| few thrive well after they once negleR or 
hy ſcruple finging of Pſalmes. They begin 
di] at this commonly,but ſeldome end here, 
dF but proceed from evill to worſe , till 
if} they come at laſt to live above Ordi- 
k| nances and Duties ( as they call it ) but 
e,f| indeed live without them, and ſo live 
of like beaſts in the ſhape of men. Let others 
ſc} think as they pleaſe, I never knew Chri- 
l-J ſtians thrive better in grace and know- 
e. | ledge, than when repeating of Sermons, 
is] ſinging of Pſalmes and ſuch like exer- 
dF ciſes were more in faſhion than they have 
S,s been of late. And letit be conſidered in 
5, what juncture of time ſinging of Pſalmes 
5, hath been ſo much denied and ſpoken 
| againſt, even when all the Ordi- 
nances of God, and all the Duties of his 
Worſhip 
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Worſhip have been as much ſlighted by 
too many amongſt us. Here ( as I ſaid 
ever now ) men begin , but ſcldome or 
never ſtay, but go further to queſtion 
and decry all Ordinances. They begin 
here ( as I conceive ) for this reaſon, be- Jl 
cawſe wrangling wits have ſome more Þt! 
fpecious and fair pretences., whereby 
they can more eafily entangle ſimple and Fj! 
unſtable ſoules, and ſo make them to ſo 
ſcruple at' this duty ſooner than-at any Fc 
other. And to fay, as the thing is, The 
ignorance of moſt concerning the nature, I 
end,and Ufe'of this Duty, hath given the J*ic 
oreateſt advantage unto others to ſeduce” £8C 
and draw them away from it.If that which 
hath been ſpoken upon this occaſion,may [th 
convince or confirm, or dire any,I have I! 
my end,and let God havethe glory. Only 4 
hear what M- Cotton ( a reverend man f©V 
ſaithin this caſe)7r #s(faith he) the miſery [C| 
of this preſent age , that thoſe Ordinances, 4 
which men have uſed either without the N<? 
knowledge of their true grounds, or without 
any ſenſe of comfort in & by them,or with- 
out love to them, inthe hour of temptation 
they have caſt them aſide, and ſo forſaken 


the 
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the holy Inſtitutions of God,to pleaſe them- 
ſelves im their own imaginations. 

Suppoſe the 3* Pſalm is to be ſting, 
what 2 word of Admonition is thereto 
a faith in a God Almighty, as David 
did, and ſo to poſſeſs our foules in pa- 
tience, and confident ex{peRartion of 
| deliverance in Gods time, and way, 
though our diſtreſs and danger be never 
ſogreat? If a man have grace in his 
heart, the ſinging of that Pſalm may 
provoke , and pur him or to offer up 
the prayer of faith whatever his condi- 
tion be ; And ſo it is very proper to any 
good Chriſtians caſe. And: that's the 
ſcope of the 4* Pſalme, vF., to expreſs” 
the confidence that Duvii had in God, 
when he lay under the hard, and heavy 
hands of cruel enemies, who inſulted 
fover him. Why may not any good” 


[Chriſtian , in ſinging that Pſalme, a&t 


Faith, as David did £ However he may 
learn his duty, and what he ought to do, 
when there is the like occaſion. Beſides; 
here is a word of Admonition, not to 
look after comfort in- any creature, but 
0 prefcrr the light of Gods countenance 

| above 
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above all worldly accommodations} 
though in never ſo great abundance. 
If we would rejoyce in the Lord,notg ir 
withſtanding the inſolency and outragg u 
of cruell enemies , and encourage our b 
hearts to expe an end of them , and| \: 
all their wicked deſignes , and devices ſi 
how pertinent is the 9* Pſalm © And d 
ſuppoſe we are not in ſuch a ſad condi-|. 
tion, yet it is (I hope ) no hurt for us| t! 
to meditate on ſuch matter, thereby toj n 
furniſh our ſelves with proviſion againſt] n 
Atime of need. Sure I am, we read ma;] al 
ny Pſalmes, and other portions of Scri-y ſc 
pture, that, out of chem we may gatherſ w 
and lay up ſomewhat in ſtore for ourſh 
ſelves againſt a time of need, if there ſl 
wereno more. But there is more in them 
matter, than ſo, as hath been ſhewed inf] ſa 
the foregoing Sermons. m1 
W hat ſingular expreſſions of our de-|o! 
fires have we in the tenth Pſalm, when | tc 
we have occaſion to bewail the miſeries, þ at 
and ſufferings of Gods people through |m 
the craft and crueltie of unreaſonable, ſo 
and wicked men? And when have not 
Gods people occaſion fo to do ? RE 
c 
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ns The eleventh pſalme is nothing clſe 
but a profeſſion of David's confidence 
of in God , and his taking comfort there- 
12d upon , when there was no help, nor any 
Dur] bope of it from men, bur, as he there 
nd] ſaith, v. 3. Alt the foundations are de- 
es] ſtroyed , and what can the righteous 
nd} do ? 7 
Ji-j. Is there not much to be learnt from 
us] the 14" Pſalme,concerning the folly,and 
to] madneſs of prophane ones , that fear 
iſt] not God, and regard not men 9 A$ 
a-J alſo concerning Gods warchfull eye ob- 
i-j ſerving all their wayes , and doings, 
er] when they go on to vex, and oppreſs 
urſ his people againſt che light of conſcience 
ref ſhining within them 2 And yet there is 
xe] more to be learnt from ir concerning the 
nf ſad, and miſcrable condition,wherein all 
men are by nature, and the only means 
- of their deliverance, How uſefull is it 
n [| to meditate on the blefledneſs of ſuch as 
(are true Citizens of Zion , which we 
h {may do in finging the 15® Plalme', and 
, [19 learn what manner of men we ought 
tfto bein all converſation, and 'godlineſs, 
as ever we hope to enjoy. communion: 
| 2c Ga with. 
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with the Lord both here,and hereafter * 
What a lively deſcription of Chriſt's 
death , and. reſurreaion have we in the 
fixteenth Plalme, wherein the Lord], 
profeſſeth his delight in the Saints on | 
earth , as bis-portion, and the lot of his 

inheritance, and-proclaims to all the | 
_ world, that idolaters , and all deipiſers 
of his grace have no part, nor lot in-the 
precious fruits, and benefits of his death, 
and reſurrection, Doth it not become 
Chriftians to ſing that Plalm, 8 ſo to re-}, 
joyce tn the gloriqus conqueſt of Chriſt 
over death , and the grave, by vertue 
whereof they have caule to triumph 2? as |; 
the Apoſtle directs them, 1 Corinth. 15. ſ; 
55. . -If 
Or is there any thing that can mini« 
ſter occaſion of rejoycing in God more 
than the glorious victory we have in 
Chriſt Jeſus over all our ſpirituall ene- 
mics « When I conlider theſe things, I], 
cannot {ſuffictently wonder at the. | 
- vithneſs of {one people, quartelling (as 
they do) at the ſinging of this , or other 
the hike Pſalmes , which is in effet to 
ſay;;.they would not. have Chriſtians to 
+6 1708 | rejoyceſ. 
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rejoyce in Gods ſalvation. Sure I am, 
that very many of Pavid's Plalmes ſet 
forth the glocy of Chriſts Kingdome, 
and the beanty of his grace, and provi- 
dence in the adminiſtration of it, as 
whoſoever hath any ſence of ſuch ſpiri- 
tuall things, cannot but;be raviſhed with 
the meditation and the remembrance of 
them. F.. 

I may perhaps weary ſome Readers 
with ſo many particular inſtances; How- 
ever for the ſatisfaction of others, I ſhall 
crave leave to adde a few more. 


_ The 15" Pſalme was penned ( as it is 
probable )- upon occaſion of David's 
perſecution by Saul. Now though we 


Jare not in the ſame condition, yer we 


may be in ſomewhat a like caſe. Or if 
not ſo, yet we may ling it to very good 
purpoſe, whileſt we thereby take occa- 
fion to conſider that our innocency, and 


[uprightneſs is a fſingufar argument of 


conſolation in times of affition, that 
when we are under any ſufferings, our 


S > VO = 6 


ereateſt care muſt be to keep our (elves 

from finning , and that the comfort of 

the godly ariſing from the ſenſe of Gods 
| h.3 


favour, - 
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favour , and gracious preſence is betterſkb 


by farre, and rather to be choſen, than] 


[L 


the preſent condition of wicked ment 


flouriſhing in all worldly wealth , and 
having more than heart can wiſh. The 
Eighteenth Pſalme reacherh us, that 
God alone is to be acknowledged, and 
honoured in all our mercies , .and par- 
ticularly in deliverances from enemies, 
_ or any dangers. It: ſets forth | the con- 
dition of Gods 'people in all ages, 
both as to their ſufferings , and their 
ſafetie, and gives us fir occafion of me- 
ditating on the glorious yidories of the 
Lord Jeſus, of whom David was a type 
in all his ſufferings, and the glory that 
followed after them. 

The Nineteenth Pſalme ſhews that 


however the glory of God is to be ſeen}: 


in his works, yet his Word is- that 
which. makes us wile unto ſalvation, 
and that this word of. God is fo perfect, 


as by comparing our lives and: con- 


verſations with it, we have cauſe to be- 
wail our many infi:mitics, and with all 


earneſtneſs , and fervencie of ſpirit, to|. 


beg grace , and ſtrength of God againſt 
_—_— 
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he groſſeſt evills,fince we have that cot- 
ruption within us, which inclines us tO 
them, and not onely to pray againſt great 
tranſgreſſions, and preſumptuous finnes, 
but againſt the leaſt motions and work- 
ings of fin, whether in word or thought. 

The. Twentieth Palme teacheth rhe 
duty of people towards their godly, law- 
full Magiſtrates, and Governours, and 
though it were penned upon a particular 
occaſion (probably, when David went 


| forth againſt the Ammonites, 2 Sam. 10.) 


yet it hath this Doctrine of generall con- 
cernment, viF. That Godly Chriſtian 
Rulers, who are nurſing fathers to the 
Church of God, ought to be remembred' 
in our prayers for a bleſſing upon 
their defignes, and endeavours for Gods 
people,and againſt his and their enemies. 
It teacheth likewiſe, that 2t 7s Gods bleſ* 
ſing alone that keeps the Cityzas we have it 
in another Pſalme P/al. 127. 

The 21, Palme ſhews likewiſe, that 
the ſafety of the Church, and of all 
Chriſtian States depends on God alone, 


and gives us alſo occaſion of admi- 


ring the glory of Chriſts Kingdome, 
| G3 


which 


144 Singing of Pfalmes 
which is ſo great through Gods falvati-|(je 
on, ſeing David, in his kingdome overſthe 
1/racl, was a Type of Chriſt reigning in] 
his Church, and fo alſo the paſſages in|n, 
David's Plalmecs that reſpe&t his rule; en 
and government, have an aim at fome-{y 
what -aniwerable to the Kingdome ofyn 
| Chriſt ? th 
What more comfortable Confidera-ſjn 
tion can any poor ſoul have than the p, 
ſubject marrer of the 24” Pſalm.wherein m 
the Queſtion is reſolved , Whether p 
God have any peculiar company divided} $ 
from the reſt of the world , of which heff pr 
is more eſpecialiy tender and carefull, | w 
and- where this company is, and: wharf { 
manner of men they are, who ( as I may | f 
ſay ) are the fellows of this ſociety. Here || C 
we may learn, that God hath a Church | a 
on earth, call'd our of the world, and y 
_ diſtinguiſhed from ir,thatnot hypocrites, || « 
and formall Profeſſors, but hearty, and | 
upright Chriſtians onely communicate 
in the ſpirituall and everlaſting bleſſings 
which God poureth upon the Church, 
and that all,cven the-greateſt,are invited 
and called upon to enter into this ſo- 
cictic 


: 
| 
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Urlcietic of Gods people, out of which 
Erithere is no ſalyation. 


in 


The 25® Pſalme was penned when 


If David was in great diſtreſs, and is an 
e, [eminent teſtimony of his faith in God, 


1- 
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- which he exprefleth in his earneſt prayer, 
: 


unto which he encourageth himſelt by 
the conſideration of Gods faithfulneſs 
in his Promiſes , and in all his wayes of 
Providence; more eſpecially, in that he 
manifeſts himſelf ro his people, in the 


| guidance, and goverment of his good 


Spirit, that they may not miſtake, and ſo 
miſcarry in their Chriſtian race, Now 
what can be more ſweet to any pious 
foul, than the ſerious conſideration of 
fuch gracious and mercifull dealing of 
God with his people ? Or how can ſuch 
a ſoul chuſe but be much inlarged to- 
wards the Lord, when it meditares, as 1t . 
ought, upon ſuch things as theſe 2 
Would a Chriſtian expreſs his inte- 
oritie, and innocency, and refolution-ro 
cleave cloſe to God in wayes of holineſs, 
& righteouſneſs, however he be defamed 
in the world,or whatever elſe befalls him, 


how pertinent is the 26” Palme. 
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* The 275® Pfaime teacheth us wherein 
lieth a Chriſtians ſaferie, peace, comfort, 
and all; v:F, in Gods protection, and 
gracious: Providence over. him. It 
_ reacheth alſo, whar muſt be a Chriſtians 
chiefeſt care in all eſtates, and conditions, 
Vi;. that he may continue and abide 
in the ſincere Profeſſion of the truth, 
and the faithfull ſervice of God accord- 
ing to his will,and ſo to comfort himſelf, 
and encourage his heart, till God be 
pleaſed tro come in with deliverance. 


The 28" Pſalme ( to ſay no more of | 


it) may teach us, That God alone is to 
be prayed-unto in all dangers, and he 
alone to be praiſed for all deliverances : 
| And allo, that in all our addreſſes to 

 God,we are more eſpeciallyto commend 
unto him the ſafetic , and enlargement 
of kis Church. 

May we not fing the 29" Palme with 
much comfort , and ſpirituall benefit, if 
we ſet our ſelves to meditate on the 
matter, ſcope, and drift of it, which 
1s, toinviteall to Jay afide carnall con- 


fidence in wealth , ſtrength, wiſdome, | 


or any ſuch like things, and to ſubmir 


themſelves 
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themſelves to therule, and goyernment 
of God Almighty, who doth won- 
derfull things in the world , ſhews his: 
elory in the thunder of his power, to 


make all creatures, eyen the dead, and 


dumbe, in a manner, to ſtand in awe of 
him, and by all theſe ' terrible do- 
ings of his , teaches his own people the 
more to .truſt him-,- who .is ſo able to 
preſerve them , and deſtroy all-his, and 
their encmies with the leaſt blaſt of the: 


| breath of his noſtrills - 


If we ſing the Thirtieth Palme, we 
may ſee the frame of our own ſpirits in 
that of David's, who was as much caſt 
down in adverſity, as. he was before 
lifted up in proſperity , and. how caſte. 
a matter it 1s for God to make ſudden- 
changes, as to Our outward eſtates, io 
to our inward alſo, and that,wharſoever. 
changes paſs upon Gods people, he can. 
ealily and. ſuddenly. change all, their 
mourning into Mirth , and ſo give 
them-matter of rejoycing in his-ſalyation-. 

In the One and Thirtieth Pſalme Das» 


vid.teacheth us from his own experience; 


that there is an inexhauſtible ſtore of all 
G.5 . good! 
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200d latd up with God for all that truſt 
in him, yea, and that notwithſtanding 
- our infirmitie. and diftdence, God of 
his meer faithfulneſs will deliver us] 
in his appointed time. There alfo |. 
we may learn, that though Gods| 
people be many times low in their 
own apprehenfions by reaſon -of many 
and great dangers, yet fo long as 
their eyes and their hearts are towards 
the Lord, as David's were, they 
. may comfortably exſpet a good iſſve || 
at laft , and thereupon are to encourage (- 
themſelyes , and pluck up their ſpirits, 
2s they are exhorted to do in the laſt 
Verſe of that Pſalme. 

The 32* Pſalme teacheth us wherein 
lieth true bleſſedneſs, wiF, in the 
pardon of fin, and that we can never 
attain to afſurance of that pardon, 
and peace ariſing from it, till we 
come freely off from fin, and fo are 
farre from guile in our ſpirits, as 
David was at laſt after much adoe. 
Ir teacheth us alſo in what way we muſt 
- cometo God, and that is, in a way 
of true humiliation, and hearty con- 

| icon: 


- and. what courſe they muſt rake rorid: 
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feſſion of fin, and that all ſuch humble 


penitents have marter of rejoycing, 
when impenitent , and hardened tebells - 


ſhall have ſorrow enough. 


How can we admire Gods gracious 


_ diſpenſations towards his Iſrael beter, 
than by an affectionate finging the 


Thirty third, Thirty forth, and Thirty 
ſeventh Pſalmes, which ſer forth in moſt 
ample manner the goodneſs of God 
towards his own , and his juſt indignc= 


| tion ga all his, and their enemies, 


thoug 


for the preſent, it is not eaſe 
for us to apprehend the righteouſneſs of _ 
God, in his dealings with the one, and 
the other © And have not Gods people 
alwaies occaſion from Gods dayly 
Providences to ſing ſuch Pſalmes as 
thoſe, that ſo they may confirm their 
hearts in confidence on God, and com- 
fortable exſpectations from him , though 
for the -preſent rhey are in heavinels 
through manifold temptations ? 

Thou mayeſt fing the 35* Palme, 
and confider what uſage Gods people: 
have in the world from. wicked men, 


 themſcel! 
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themſelves of them, viF, to complain 
to God, and ſo engage all the power 
_ «that is in heaven, againſt them, 

The 36* Pſalme teacheth us to op- 


poſe, and ſet the gracious diſpenſa- . 


tions of God towards his people (who 
walke in the light of the Lord, and are 
fed with the fatneſs of his houſe ) againſt 
the ſenſe of wicked mens proſperitie, 
that makes them not to fear God , and 


puts them on to deviſe evill againſt his 


people, becauſe it is in the power of 
their hand to do it. 
We may fing the 38" Pſalme, and 
conſider what ſufferings come upon 
Gods own people for {in, and fo help to 
move, and cauſe our bowells of compaſ- 
fion towards the diſtreſſed Churches of 
God in the world, We may alſo take 
occaſion to conſider that our ſufferings 
are the fruits of our fins, and ſo labour 
- to quiet and patient our ſpirits, as David 
| did, by faith, and fervent prayer , as 
ou may {ce in the 15,21,and 22" Verſes 
of that Pſalme. y 
In finging the 39* Plalme we may 
learn, that it is throvgh infirmitic a 
A. ay 
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the fleſh, that good men ( ſuch as Da- 
vid ) are fo apt to repine at the preſent 
Idiſpenſations of divine Providence, That 
- [good men (ſuch as David) may be over- 

- [come by ſuch a temptation, notwith- 

> [ſtanding all their purpoſes , and reſolu- 

e [tions to the contrary, and that good, 

t [and godly men will beſtirre themlelves, 

» [and ſtrive to actfaith in fervent prayers 

| Jto God for deliverance out of their 

5 | preſent troubles, and for ſupport under 

| them. 

The: 4o® Plalme acquaints us with 

| | David's experiences, how God had 

1 || anſwered him in his deſires, and wrought 

> || wonderfully for his deliverance. Ir gives 
us alſo to underſtand, how ſenſible he 
was of thoſe many and great obligations 
which God had layed upon him by his - 
loving-kindneſs, and how reſolved he 

\ | was to give a reall teſtimimony, as long 

" | as hellived, of his thankfulneſs, by de- 

claring to others the goodneſs of God. 

And, becauſe he knew that troubles 
and dangers did ſtill abide him, he 
commends himſelf by prayer to the 
diretion,and defence of God Almighty, 
| | and 
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and thar,not only for his own ſafetic,and h 


preſervation , but thar others might beſ* 


1 


confirmed in faith, and ſo have occa- 
ſion alſo to ſhew forth the praiſes of 
the Lord. We have allo in this 
Pſalme an inſtruftion concerning the 
true worſhip of God, that it con- 
ſiſteth eſpecially in fincere obedience 
to the will of God, and beſides all 
this ,applying ſome paſlſages out of 


the Sixth, ſeventh, and eight Verſes, to| 


the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 10. 
the obedience of Chriſt, in performing 
all the will of God, for the reconciling 
of the world , we may hence confirme 
our faith, in aſſurance that the work of 
Redemption is perfetly accompliſhed, 
according to the will , and counſell of 


God , who was not pleaſed with fſacri- | 


fices, but in the obedience of his well 
beloved Son, 1/4.42.1. Mat 4.17. 

The One and fourtieth Pſalm inſtru- 
Eeth us concerning the perfidious baſe» 
neſs of wicked and worldly men, who 
are apt to inſult over Gods ſervants, 
when they lie under the affliting 
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hand of God, Ir teacheth us alſo, 


OOW. 


of 
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how to judge of good mens ſufferings, 
t be and not. to conclude them therefore 


to be forſaken. of God, and utterly 
caſt off, and moreover we may hence 
learn, when we finde moſt deceit, and 
falſhood in men , to fix our: hearts on 
God by faith, exſpeRing deliverance 
according to his truth, and faithfulneſs. 

In the Two and fourticth Pfalme we 
may ſee how David is almoſt ovyer- 
whelmed with many and great calami- 
tics, that followed one upon another, 
25 the waves of the ſca, one no 
ſooner paſt, but another comes, and 
yet how he bears himſelf up by aRing 
faith to lay hold on God , and check- 
ing himſelf for his diftruſt, and deje- . 
Ction of ſpirit. Now it concerns ( as I 


take it) every Chriſtian , ro make Da-- 


vid's pratice his Precedent in the ſame, 
or in the like caſe. Gods people 
have their fears , and doubts, as he 
had, and may as truly and juſtly ſay; 
many times ,. as he did., Why art thow 
caſt down, O my foul? and why art 
thow. diſquieted within me * Sure I am, 


there is no. childe of God, bur is 


much 
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much affeted with holy deſires. towards 
the houfe of God, and accounts the 
want of publick Ordinances a great affli- 
ion, eſpecially , when wicked men re- 
proach them, and inſult over them for 
the loſs of thoſe opportunitics which 
once they enjoyed. 

. The 43* Pſalm was penned upon the 
ſame occafion , and (as it ſeems ) near 
about the ſame time; and the ſcope 
of it is to beg of God that he may be 
again reſtored to the enjoyment of 
thoſe former mercies, and to incou- 
rage. himſelf to a confident exſpeRa- 
tion of them in Gods good time. 

- The 44* Palme ſets forth the condi- 
tion of Gods people ſuffering many 
times for conſcience ſake, and becauſe 
they dare not defile themſelves, as the 
wicked world would have them. It 
furniſheth us with many Arguments 
wherewith to plead with God, in the 
behalf of his people, when they are 
in ſuch a ſad , and ſuffering condition: 
I need ſay no more, :fince. no good 
Chriſtian can chuſe bur ſee what uſe 
may be made of the Doctrine. of this: 


Plalme,. 
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Pſalme, as long as God hath a people 
upon earth to ſerve him. | 

In the 45* Pfalme we may behold 
the King ( Jeſus Chriſt ) in his beauty, 
and the Church, his royall ſpouſe, moſt 
excellently adorned with thoſe admi- 
rable perfeRions which he hath indowed 
her withall; Sure there are moſt glorious 
things ſpoken both of Chriſt, and the 
Church, and therefore Chriſtians may 
ſing that Pſalm in way of holy rejoycing, 
and thankſgiving. | 

The 46" Pſalme was pointed at in 
one. of the Sermons before , and there- 
upon I ſhall nor ſo much as touch with 
It now. 

When Gods people did fo rejoyce, 
becauſe the glory of the Lord , and 
his ſalvation ſhould be revealed, and 
made known amongſt all nations, have 
not we Chriſtians more cauſe than ever 
they had, to rejoyce in God, upon this 
account , and fo to ſing the 47" Pſalme ? 
ſpecially ſince we believe , and exſpe 
that God will,c're long, bring in the Na- 
tions to Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as hitherto he 


- The 


hath not brought them in. 
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The Fourty eighth Pſalme being in a 
manner of the. ſame argument with 
the Fourty ſixth, I wy 
of. it. 


The Scope, and drift of the Fourty | 


nineth Pſalme , being the ſame with that 
of the 37®, and 73*, and many others, 
I ſhall not ſay much of ir. Onely the 
Doctrine of it is of ſingular uſe to all 
Gods peeple, that they may not be 
. diſcouraged at the preſent flouriſhing 
condition of worldly and wicked men. 


* The Fiftieth Pſalme diſclaimes . all } 


the Ceremonious obſeryances of falſe- 
hearted hypocrites , and fhews what is 
the. onely acceptable way of ſerving 
God. Now I need not tell any godly 
Chriſtians, what need the beſt of us have 
of fuch meditations and Inſtruftions., 

I ſuppoſe, there are but few Chriſtians 
who have not occaſton to bewail their 


finncs, and to beg pardoning aud | 


rging grace (as David did)of God, in 
he God fifticth Pſalm, _ although 
every ones caſe be not the ſame in every 
reſpeR, as David's was, yet he is very 
much - a ſtranger to his own heart, and 
ſpiricuall 


ſay nothing | 


Fl Cbriftians Duty. 157 8 b 
ſpirituall eftate, that doth nor ſee 
ciuſe enough to apply unto himſelf 


every paſſage of that Palme. 


For the Two and fiftietch Pſalme, 


although ir were penned upon occaſion 


ot Doeg's malicious, and murderous pra- 
Qices, yet it miniſters matter for our 
faith to work upon, fo as we may take 
comfort in God , when we are in any 


'trouble and perill , upon the ſame 


grounds as David there doth, wiF. be- . 
cauſe the goodneſs of God endu- 


| reth for ever , and all the people of God 
| ſhall flouriſh and grow freſh again, when 


all the ungodly ſhall periſh,  - —_ 

- The Fifty fourth Pſalme penned ypon 
occation of ſome danger that David 
was in (as the Title of it (hews ) teach- 
eth us whether to fly for help intime -- 
of need, and what an happy iflue we 
may exſpec whileſt we can live by faith 
in God , as Daviddid , even in the midſt 
of troubles. 

The Fifty fifch Plalme ſhews the ne- 
cefſities,and diſtreſſes thar Gods ſervants 
are many times brought into, patrly by 
the falſchood of ſeeming friends, and 

partly, 
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partly, by the cruelty of' enraged enc- 
mies, and how, notwithſtanding the one 
and the other , they may by the prayer 


of faith prevail with God, both for their 


encmies deſtrution, and their own de- 
liverance. None therefore need ro 
ſcruple the finging of this Pſalme, but 
ſuch as fear not God , becauſe they have 
not changes, wer. 19. Sure the matter 
of it will ſfute with the neceſfities, and 
occafions of Gods people, for the moſt 
part of them, and at moſt times. 


I ſhould quite tire the Readers pati- | 
ence, to run through every particular 


Pſalme 2 I have inſtanced in ſo many,as 
| by them,whoever is willing,and hath any 
underſtanding, may judge of all the reſt, 
| how properly, and pertinently any of 
them may be ſung , ſpecially if there be 
( as there ought ) a wiſe accommodation 
of them unto the ſeverall reſpective oc- 
caſions , and conditions of the Church, 
and people of God. I ſhall adde this 
one word more, 

T hat finging of Plalmes is in order to 
_ our edification, and furtherance in grace 
and gracious praQice:, as all other duties 


of 


at. 
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of Gods worſhip are; That we may 


know more of the minde 'of God , be 
more inclined to do his will,and act faith, 


| andall other graces with more vigor, and 


Ifc,and faithtulneſs, 8 fervency of ſpirits 
Now,if hearing, reading, praying, com- 
municarting at the Lords Table be uſefull 
for thoſe ends, why not alſo ſinging of 
Pſalmes 2 ſpecially, fiace in that duty 
( done as it ought to be) there is ſo great 
an advantage by ſerious meditation on 
thoſe precivus truths, to act our graces,to 


 admoniſh our ſelvesof our duties, to en- 


courage our ſelves againſt all dangers, 
and difficulties,and to expreſs thoſe high 
thoughts-we are:to have of God accord- 
ing to his infinite excellenicies. Surely 
then, if ever, are the high-praiſes of God 
in the mouths of his Saints, when their 
tongues are ſinging and ſounding out 
thoſe - great ,. and:;glorious things'which 
Gud:hath both.ſpoken;,and:done in order 
to:their ſalvation, Wherefore I am-bold 
ro conclude.that,the duty is moſt uſetull; 
and exce!lent,and no Chriſt an hath any . 

cauſe to complain, except of his own un- 
apineſs,and inability to do it, as it ought 


_ to be done.  'And'y 
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And now I do again moſt carreſtly 
and heartily beſeech, and exhort all 
fober, and godly Chriſtians to conſider 
ſeriouſly, and ſadly of the Premiſſes. Is 


' it nothing to negled a duty, fo plainly, 


and ſo particularly injoyned,and preſcri- 
bed as this is © Yea, to perſiſt in that ne- 
gle, and juſtific it £ Confider,I beſeech 
you , who they were that firſt began to 
queſtion, and decrie this Chriſtian exer- 
cile: Conlider too, how far many of them 
are {ince fallen, not onely from this, bur 
from all other duties of Religious Wore 
ſhip. Had they ended where they began, 
you might haply have had ſome more 
probable pretence for the negle of this 
dury:, whileſt their conſtancy in other 
duties of Gods worſhip and ſervice had 
pleaded for them,thar they intended,and 
defired to lay afide onely what was 
at leaſt more queſtionable, Bur they 
have” proceeded (you know ) to lay 
down all hearing and' praying , and 
all outward as of worſhip, as well 
as ſinging of Pſalmes. I ſay not, that 


| all, and every one have done ſo a 
|| ready, but many ('tis ſad to think 


how 


hah. 
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how many ). have renounced all Ordi- 
nances , and wayes of Worſhip wherein 
Gods people were wont to wait upon 
God, and pretend to no way of know- 
ing Gods minde, bur that of immediate, 
and extraordinary Revelation. And- not 
ſo content , they labour, what in them 
lieth ,, to perſwade others to the fame 
courſe with themſelves. T ſhewed for- 
merly, why they began here : Now I 
intreat you to confider., that they. who 
began here, knew not where to end, till 
they came to a profeſſed rejzeRion of 


' all Ordinances. By this you may ſee 


(if there were nothing elſe ) what 
manner of' 'men they were that firſt 
perſwaded 'to a neglet of this duty. 
Surely they that fer ' them on 
work, were fuch as liked northe wayes 
of worſhip wherein we had walked 
with God, ſince he was. pleaſed 'to 
take off from our -necks the yoke of 
| Romiiſh Superſtition, and Idolatry. Need | 
we queſtion it, when ſo many print- 
ed Pamphlets have flown abroad, to 
poſleſs the people , that our Churches 


| Miniſters -are all. falſe , yea, that our 


Worſhip 
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Worſhip uſed in our aſſemblies is all 
falſe. What is the meaning ( think you) 

_ of this © Can it be any other, than 
to infinuate, that we have been along 
-while out of the right way, and that 
now , (and not before, for theſe many 
yeares) 1s brought to light, the onely 
true way .of worſhipping God. And 
what muſt this more excellent way be, 
but that which Gods people formerly 

departed from, when they made a 
ſeparation from Rome? I commend 
their wit, they play their game very 


handſomely : But I hope, ſuch as have |. 


Srace , will be wiſer than to hearken to 
ſuch charmers, which have already 
enchanted ſo many unlearned, and 
unſtable ſoules, to an utter forfaking 
of our Aſſemblies, and caſting .off 
all Duties, and Ordinances , though 
( as I ſaid ). they began ar firſt with 


ſlighting that moſt excellent duty of 


ſinging David's Plalmes. | 
__ And now, Chriſtian Reader, thou 
art deſired ro trouble thy thoughts no 
more, whether thou ſhale fing 3 Bur 
rather to ſet thy {clf to a ſerious, and 


{incere | 


4 


= 
a! 


mw Www) igJQ QQ<E © QAO = AQ.a max 


' 


Q M7 W am 


s Chriſtians Duty. 163 

fiacere performance of rhis. duty. And 
that for this reaſon : becauſe rhere1s 
ground enough of fear , leaſt , as the 
ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſub- 
tiky , ſo thy mindce fhould by little 
and little be corrupted to caft away 
all the Ordinances which Jeſus Chriſt 
hath inſtituted for this end , that by 
the uſe of them thou mayeſt be edt- 
fied in grace, and gracious practice. 
And what if God ſhould fo farre leave 
thee, as he hath left ſome © Know 
that men who dwell in fleſhly Taber- 


{. nacles cannot hold communion with 


God ( without the help of Ordinances) 
whatever ſome for the preſent, deluded 
by Satan, and vainly puffc up by their 
fleſhly mindes, may pretend. Whar 
a temptation doſt thou lay upon thy 
ſelf by leaving one Chriſtian exerciſe 
to caſt off others, and ar laſt, all e 
And then what a temptation will there 
lie upon thee, to cloſe with any wayes 
of- Wilt-worfhip, when once thou haſt 
caſt off thoſe wherein thou waſt wonr 


to walk with God © I ſhall arove 


no further, but deſire thee to conſider, 


H What p 
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what . hath been ſaid, and pray the Lord 
to give thee underſtanding in all theſe 
things. For certainly we have all need 

_ of it, that Satan, ( who now appeares, | * 
as an Angel of light in his Inſtruments ) 
may not circumvent us. 

Conlider what I have ſaid , and the 
Lord give you underſtanding in all 
_ things. | 
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